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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 2 May 1803

RB/837/1096

Page 1 of 2

2 May 1803

Indeed considering the bankruptcies we have had within these 4 months past to an amount not less
| should suppose than from 2 to 300m and that almost all of them kept accounts with us we have
reason to be thankful that we suffer so little, but it is a painful anxious business to be constantly
under apprehensions of danger and exposed to it. There is a general stagnation in business | hear
every where. It is ascribed to the present awkward undetermined state of public affairs that no
doubt has a great effect in checking enterprise but in that respect | don't think it does any harm for
we had too much speculation. Some ascribe the Bankruptcies to this unsettled state of the public. |
cannot see this, for | know no Failures that have yet happened which should not and would not
have taken place in the best times.

To day's papers look rather more war like. | fear it must be war, for | cannot think Bonaparte will
yield one point. So my wife is become an Ally of the chief consul. Her Cousin Governor Cochran
Johnston she writes me is married to his niece and that the Governor is coming to Paris to wait on
his Uncle & Aunt. A strange connection. | can’t understand what keeps Bob so long in London. Will
you give his Partner the inclosed when he calls.

Sandy Campbell tells me has been at Greenock cobbling up Mcalpine who is to go on. He says he
has more than sufficient to pay all his debts.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 2 May 1803

RB/837/1055

Page 2 of 2

Auchie Ure & Co have been showing me a letter from R Allan & Son threatening them for some Bills
they hold of theirs to McBrair & Co. Will you tell Mr A that Auchie & Co’s creditors convinced their
subject in Jamaica is more than sufficient for paying their debts have entered into a Concert to
forbear with them and take payment as it comes in by Remittances from them which are expected
to a great amount by every Packet. In the meantime what money they had by the last Packet is
lodged with us in the name of Trustees appointed by that Concert. It is therefore impossible Auchie
& Co can touch it and if Mr Allan prosecutes them it will overturn the whole Concert and at the
same time prevent his getting his money in the way proposed & settled by the Concert.

RSM
2 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 3 May 1803

RB/837/1098

Page 1 of 2

3 May 1803

The copperplate this morning was what | expected and in a few days we shall have another of the
same. These Bills will be good to us ultimately, but it is a most affecting story. Leckie Ewing & Co
when the Bills were discounted were required to find Indorsers. They brought them back with the
Form of Archibald & Walter Ewing & Co. Archibald was the Conductor of Leckie Ewing & Co Walter
his Brother is a man of considerable Landed Property and had no concern with Leckie Ewing. He
never knew of these Indorsations, and within this week no less than £1500 has come back upon
him in this way. It is a cruel case the poor man cut me to the heart by his Representation of it. He
is immediately to sell his Land (a patrimonial Estate) and he assures me it will do more than pay all
his Engagements, but | fear we must wait till it is turned into Cash. Carrick holds the other Bills.

We had a curious occurrence today. A man in deep mourning called to tell me his wife had died
and he showed me two of our 4 per cent receipts he had found in her drawers they are in
different and he says feigned names, one for £100 and another £30. He assures us it is just money
she had been collecting and concealing from him and that she put it in these names to keep it from
his knowledge. What shall we do in this case? He seems to be an honest man of the name of Lyon
who keeps a Glass shop here. | saw another Receipt of Carrick’s for £30.

This being the first week of the month, we had an excessive pressure for discounts last night, and
the work this forenoon with the back water was really squeezing beyond measure. The poor old
horse has a sore time of it.

You see what a heap of London Paper has come in and in general it seems to be of the best kind.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 3 May 1803

RB/837/1098

Page 2 of 2

Mrs Campbell Auchloyn died this morning. She went to a house she has lived in some years past in
Summer, a week or two ago. Has been complaining much since but her end was not thought so
near. She consulted me some months ago about settling an annuity on her daughters which |
pressed her to do without delay, but it is not done. How inexcusable such delays!

We have had much rain and wind some days past, and snow yesterday - it now seems to clear up.

RSM
3 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 4 May 1803

RB/837/1099

Page 1 of 2

4 May 1803

| did not well understand what you meant by the Frenchman arrived, but on thinking a little |
found it was my own Robert. | have no account of him from any other quarter but | am glad he is
looking well. | hope he is not much frenchified.

| regret much the Bannatynes & Smith did not go to the Green as | wished him much to see the
place. It would perhaps have given him a more favourable idea than he has of his Bank Stock - he
like his friend Robert Findlay has long been growling about the low dividends. | advised them to
keep it, and they would be repaid for their patience someday.

These 3 per cents being at 62 is against this, but we may live to see them up again, and if so if my
advice were taken we should be done with them.

Poor Walter Ewing (not Ewing Maclea) and his writer have been with us this forenoon. His
beautiful Estate in Loch Lomond 130 acres he is immediately to bring to sale. He thinks it will bring
5 or 6m and that will do much more than clear him of all obligations. He is to sell payable at
Martinmas, and | suppose we must let his Bills stand at Debts in Suspense No.2 till then. Parting
with the land made him cry - | felt for him.

John Robertson writes me he will need a great sum to pay duties of wine daily expected. | wrote
him that he must expect nothing from me — | have no more on my deposit account than will pay
the charges of my burial. My only free property is John Monteith's house and that | consider as
pledged in security for their bank account. For no man living will | put my name upon a Bill because
| could not be sure of having wherewithall to pay it.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 4 May 1803

RB/837/1099

Page 2 of 2

They should not have ordered so much wine without being sure of having money in their hands to
pay the duties. | wish John be not smitten with the Glasgow Influence of doing too much.

All our large Notes are gone from the Chest and the Tellers borrowing from one another, and only
3m small remaining. As the next is Term week you will need to send us a large supply of both. If
you don’t choose to venture 5 or 6m in the Box for some days, you must find somebody coming
west or send a special messenger. | suspect Carrick & the other Banks are keeping our Notes to
pay away at the Term. So few came in from them yesterday.

RSM
4 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

You don’t say how your Exchange was yesterday, whence | conclude there has been no Blood
drawn on either side.

Stirling & Peterkin who divide the Fees bid may say they are much obliged to Mr More for the 40/
which they had no rights to.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 6 May 1803, enclosing two slips summarising balances

RB/837/1102

Page 1 of 4

6 May 1803

Much disappointed in having no P this morning | should have been afraid you was laid up again if |

had not seen your Fist at the Publican. | was a little uneasy about your 30m last night as James
Buchan did not appear. He was with Barachnie all night as | supposed and only sent in the Bags
between 10 & 11 this forenoon. It is not the thing to have such a sum upon the Road all night.

How glad | was to get a Letter from Down & Co to day saying they had got payment of the
returned Bill on David Allan & Co which we sent them last Friday. They have not got the Re Exch
which we have taken off to day’s London discounts. The Eagle it seems broke down yesterday at
the West Kirk Toll and gave Penny & his wife a fright, but there was no damage and they got in
here a little after 6. It was only the spring that broke.

In comes Andrew, and his Palaver. He tells me how very handsomely you behaved to him in taking

his drafts on his house — said 0 about our taking his drafts or Bills which | was glad of. | find from

him he gets 11m of Robertson Tate & Co’s Bills from Henry Monteith in part the price of Monkland
these you may very safely take in payment of your heritable bond, but | suspect he wants to raise

money on them otherwise. What a heap of London Bills we have sent you this week and they we

re

all well paid. That £500 of the Callant’s on Findlay & Co will be back on us tomorrow, but A Allan &
Son’s Funds must answer for it. Director Campbell & Lady are coming west tomorrow. | know not

but you should send more Provision for the Term along with him.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 6 May 1803, enclosing two slips summarising balances

RB/837/1102

Page 2 of 4

RSM
6 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson, the
bank’s cashier, 6 May 1803, enclosing two slips summarising balances

RB/837/1102

Page 3 of 4

[first slip:] Balance 3 May 1803

Giver Tellers per book £85313.14.2
Large notes 120000
21/ ditto 2100
20/ ditto 4000
Gold 400
Silver 700
Incidents 100
Note 1522.16.6

£106136.10.9

As there will be a great demand for small notes at the Term you may as well send a thousand or two by
the Box now & then till that time.

The most of the above large notes have been given out this forenoon.

[second slip:] Balance 19 April 1803

Given tellers per Book £91861.5.1
Large Notes 32200
21/ ditto 2100
20/ ditto 9000
Silver 700
Incidents 100
Note 1522.16.6
£137484.1.7

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings, expanded
abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in . All quotations should be
based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson, the
bank’s cashier, 6 May 1803, enclosing two slips summarising balances

RB/837/1102

Page 4 of 4

[first slip:] The £400 is all Guineas. Pray send us in the Box some small Gold if you possibly can otherwise
our Silver will soon go.

[second slip: some jot figures, not transcribed]

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings, expanded
abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in . All quotations should be
based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 7 May 1803

RB/837/1103

Page 1 of 2

7 May 1803

Mr T’s Intelligence by his note to you yesterday and one to me of which he had sent you a copy to
day is interesting but | do not see any secrets in it. These Banking houses Donel & Co & Edwards &
Co | never heard of before. Sir W Stirling we have as little to do with but | wish his Brother in Law
Andrew may have no connection with him. The London Bankers have hitherto kept their Credit so
well that their falling thus one after another is rather alarming. A private letter to the Publisher of
our Courier mentions an express having come from Lord Whitworth saying that all is settled in
consequence of which stocks had risen greatly (just after you had sold) so we may expect to be at
our wits’ end tomorrow.

How sorry | was last night to find that poor Mary Dale who with her sister Jenny had been at the
riding school had fallen from her horse and was brought home in the Evening in a Chaise much
hurt. Their riding master and they were riding upon the Dumbarton Road about 2 miles from
Town, the girl not holding the Reins the horse run off. Her face is much hurt. She was immediately
blooded, her head shaved. As there is no fracture nor any great degree of Fever and she is sensible
| would fain hope there is no danger, but the family was much alarmed. Jenny wrote her uncle at
the Stroke of 8, not to come west till next week. If her letter went it is probable he will not come
to day.

| am happy that John Bannatyne saw P Green.

Andrew has just been at me again. He expects some good London Paper from his son tomorrow
part of which he says we must take. | told him to go to the Fountain head as such things were out
of our Line.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 7 May 1803

RB/837/1103
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RSM
7 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 9 May 1803

RB/837/1105

Page 1 of 4

9 May 1803

| have given you the inclosed long story that you may understand it thoroughly and let me know in
Course what we are to do in it. But the clearest way of managing it | should think would be for you
to write Down to retire the Bill.

You will probably have a line from Mr T from the house of Commons as | have informing of what
Mr Addington said in the house. So we must have war — it is what | have always been expecting
from the ambitious unyielding character of Bonaparte, but it is a most critical moment. The
moneyed interest is so much affected by the event of war that | know not what the consequences
may be. It renders our situation most anxious and difficult. Confidence in general will be so much
shaken that one will hardly know what to do. The weak foreign houses here | fear will all go. These
Bills sent you from Fulton Alexander would not have been taken if Archie Smith had not told me
that Simon Taylor is the richest man in Jamaica.

Director Campbell breakfasted with me this morning and | shall be with him after passing the Bills
this night. Arduous work just now. | am happy to find that Mary Dale is recovering fast and | hope
will be well in a few days tho' the marks will not be soon off her face.

Provand & Baird have been at me showing me a settlement with their Creditors subscribed they
say by the whole but Mr Stein who they say will not agree and if he persist to refuse it will
overthrow the whole. They begged me to request your interest at Mr Stein. | do not see what
good he can do himself by standing out.
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RSM
7 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

~ QN

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.

© NatWest Group 2022



https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

”/‘) G Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
s ?177"’/ ) LoV s bircvrdid) & ‘{/"5”? oy Hsr JO) o Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 9 May 1803
Lot gt p@w_%d e LDesGd o P2t by oD R8/837/1105
3 age3o
S a/fvﬁﬂ M»é.-./g/@vq( o G Qi otpriin /"“”"
ot s PPrek D 0,714“« a-owd»w "D LD ﬁ,. Licsnr wd % On 20t January last we discounted to Watson & Ewing their Bill on DeBrauwer & Co London 90/d
wlad o Hors Knanr Lhon Vo wh %a@ e »94« per £200. Upon being advised of this Bill being refused acceptance we applied to Watson & Ewing
' 7 () i g @ it M / O oA TG cen Y it (they had a cash account with us the former was John Brand’s nephew and apparent heir and had
S f""/ i ; - 3 long been in this office) and inquired of them how this Bill which they solemnly assured us would
N Lo T AAD st G sty P
L -lq.....“:/ “tr/. & be honoured was refused. Watson told us that they drew it at the desire of Robert Dudgeon
,', 4 K o) idis . o MW% et o r Sy "’04}'9 whose letter to Debrauwer & Co desiring them to honour it and inclosing the Calder Iron
; Jo_ Aﬂ& ; Qw e gy 5 .—vf Company’s draft on Wilson at 4/mo per £201 against it, he saw and put into the Post Office.
201 .
) Jm/w-» adrirs / M' “"‘“’M"‘" Eie “"‘\7 "4‘”“?” 4‘9‘/’3 Upon this Information | wrote William Mcalpine the acting Manager of DeBrauwer & Co stating
ik Hons &WW ﬂ RN mr P @w vlmm/ o these Circumstances and urging that as the Calder Iron Co Bill was unquestionably remitted by
/ ok °§ 73 ) vt w .,y- tnAD Dudgeon to answer for Watson & Ewing’s draft on them, if they refused that draft we had a right
“7 2 1 s Y i Ll MM?,‘)[;—*& to the Calder Iron Company’s Bill. Mcalpine in reply wrote that they had no account with Watson
Z,{"@’ 7 ‘/ o)) & Ewing but with Dudgeon by whose order W & E had drawn this Bill on them, that they had
{c: ‘f Q, ~ 7.€ N /xz/ é)a advanced as much upon Goods consigned them by Dudgeon as they were worth, that they
G e ‘V‘*"«M Q‘y e o .9 retained the Calder Co’s Bill until they saw if the Goods when sold would cover their advance for
iy Phar POl e Arr — #2 Py J.,..,.Q A rakahsvtovy 7’ 4 Dudgeon and would place it to the Credit, but as the Goods would nearly if not wholly cover their
Qi s ,67 .@,\,3,.,-: an nar et Il /H/“-*O advance, he thought the shortest & clearest way for us was to guarantee that point to DeBrauwer
gﬁ & M T ier s fw" Y Ao ,@ & Co and also the due payment of the Calder Iron Company’s Bill per £201 which he believed to be
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(Mr Mcalpine is on the Continent) of which the following is a copy.
5 May

We much regret that we should have to request the Favour of your remitting us in Course for the
Calder Iron Company’s draft on James Wilson 20 January 4/mo per £201 to W Watson & Ewing
and indorsed by Robert Dudgeon which you guaranteed to us on our accepting Watson & Ewing’s
draft per £200 which was paid and fell due 23 ultimo and at same time giving us your orders as to
the Iron Company’s Bill which we shall respectfully receive and strictly follow. We are

Quere — how shall we manage this Business, so as to hold all the obligants in the Calder Iron Co Bill
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excepting DeBrauwer & Co. Would it be proper to write them (with a remittance for the value)
desiring them to indorse the Bill without Recourse to us and let it be protested in our name, or will
you desire Down & Co to send notice to DeBrauwer & Co to apply to them for payment when due,
giving such directions about the Protest as you think proper. | should prefer the last method as |
am not clear about trusting a £200 remittance to DeBrauwer & Co in present Circumstances,
without having the Calder Iron Co’s Bill in our Possession, as when they got the money they might
perhaps make some Claim upon it for any deficiency in the Proceeds of Dudgeon’s Goods, and it
was certainly not meant that we should guarantee more than the Bill if it should not be paid.

If we get hold of Dudgeon & the Calder Co we shall be much better off than with Watson & Ewing
alone. It is thought at the worst the Iron Co will pay 10/ per £, and if any body would come
forward and buy the works it would still be better.
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10 May 1803

Mr T is very attentive. From the Note | have from him this morning with an account of Saturday’s
reports it would seem to say the least as he expresses it, there is on the whole a gleam of hope
that peace may yet be preserved. We shall surely be at our wits’ end on Thursday.

| was quite easy when | saw the backs of your Copperplates this morning. They are both paid. But
oh we had a heavy demand upon us for discounts last night partly owing | believe to the other
Banks not discounting at the Term. After refusing as many as we could, | am afraid the sum will be
a thousand or two above what we get in this week. You see the Method we fell upon to get clear
of one of Stirling’s Bills. We did £1400 for them besides, and this forenoon | have not been 10
minutes without pressing applications. It is indeed a squeezing time. From 10 to 3 o'clock | feel as
one tied to a whipping post, and am as thankful when | hear the last hour strike as a Prisoner when
he gets his Release.

| desired Director Campbell with whom | sup’d at Mr Dale’s last night to call in and see us this
forenoon, but he did not come, and they are all gone out to Rosebank to dine with Mrs Owen.
Mary Dale continues better, but still her Father says complains of a Pain in her head.

64 remitted you on London last week. It’s strange the old B—ch does not furnish her agent with
large Notes. For some weeks past we have got every Tuesday 4 or 5 sealed Bundles of small notes
amount about 4m for which we give them our large Notes.
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What is the meaning of this motion of the Lord Advocates in the House of Commons for Papers
relating to the Royal Bank?

RSM
10 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

[also includes some jot figures, not transcribed]
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12 May 1803

| shall subjoin a copy of Mr T’s letter to me this morning. What he says of SLS & Co rather alarms
me. We have more paper on that house than upon any other. | have long been uneasy about the
Extent of it, and | have told the Partners here repeatedly that unless they limited their drawings
very much, we should certainly have orders to refuse drafts on them. They were so much alarmed
at this that | understand when John Dunlop was here they had a Consultation and resolved to
curtail the London Business greatly and act upon a new System and | really believe they have
begun to act upon it, but must take a time to bring things round. They assured me that the Bills on
them were all for real value and | have seen the Sales of Goods sold by them to different houses
who drew upon them, to a very great amount. Every Body here speaks highly of Smith at London
as a cautious attentive man. Those who consign goods are much pleased with him, and John
Bannatyne told me he was much respected in London and that he knew no man who carried on
Business there with more attention & method. That the Partners here have made a great deal of
money in the printing Business cannot be doubted. On all these Grounds, | am much inclined to
think the house is safe at Bottom, but as | told them | much fear they must have lost a great deal
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in some unknown way, otherwise the great Gains they must have made of late years should have
rendered them less dependent upon Paper credit. Were any thing to befall them it would be the
heaviest stroke ever fell upon Glasgow. The sum running upon them is immense, and the dread of
them and Andrew Stirling’s house has long hung heavier upon my mind than any thing else. Yet
were we suddenly to refused drafts upon them it might produce the very Evil we wish to avert. |
shall write Mr T that they are in good Credit here, and his assisting them in the present Crisis as far
as he can with perfect safety will be doing a material service to Glasgow and consequently to us.
James Finlay & Co (of which David Russell, Leitch & Smith & John Gordon are Partners) drew
largely upon them. | showed Archie Smith Mr T’s letter in confidence, that his company might
exert themselves to support them. He says he was always against their drawing upon them, and
thinks they have given it up much of late. You see the Bills from that house to day which | suppose
they mean to remit for to SLS & Co.

As we could not melt all the Bills to John Stirling which he wished, he begged we would allow him
to draw to answer any occasional demands, on his house in London. To this we could not agree,
but on his proposing to lodge good Bills with us in Security for such drafts, we acquiesced, so he
has this day put into our hands
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£3000 odds of excellent Glasgow Bills as a Security for such drafts as he may afterwards pass on
his house. He says he will avoid so drawing as much as he can, but that if he should draw to a
greater even double the amount of the Bills lodged he hopes we will not object to it. How shall
we do with him?

John Ure Junior of Auchie Ure & Co a very discreet man is gone to Perth to get the Creditors
there to agree to the settlement they have made with their Creditors. They have all agreed and
the only person now standing out is Mr Allan. He begged me to solicit you to use your interest
with him. | desired him to call on you on his return from Perth and tell you his story. So he will
probably call on you tomorrow or Saturday and you may just do what you think right. If Mr Allan
stands out it will force sequestration, and | should rather think hurt his own Interest.

What distressing times my good Friend. Adieu.
It is Dickie that writes the note of Bills sent you. | have given him a scold and read what you
wrote and | dare say he will take care of his hand in future. You see he committed another
Blunder yesterday.

Copy from Mr T 9 May

Mr Addington says to say that matters would be brought to a Termination in France to day or
tomorrow.

Pray can you give me any good Information about Smith Lindsay & Co’s Property and present
Credit. We have helped them materially by a loan of £15000 on Saturday last at a sudden

? b ofw DR . Sroisiiricas ), ovis %M af 2¢ w&/'&f'aaa moment on the Security of 20 or £25000 which I trust is much more than sufficient, but | wish
Lohi B LA ¢ A "M b3 y: not to keep their account. It is a time of terrible difficulty to some houses. Yours H T.
POSy. Y ﬁa?(, PR ATV .QJ.—” = & — o~
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12 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
o}
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 13 May 1803
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13 May 1803

| see Brown & Co’s Bill on Rowe was indorsed to us by F Alexander. It is well he has taken it up, for
he like many others is in a staggering state. | shall say 0 to him about it.

| have been thinking much of S Lindsay & Co and have wrote Mr T what | think of them and of
what consequence to this place their support will be, that the only thing against them is the vast
amount of Bills always running upon them, and that from what | had said to the Partners here |
believed they were taking measures for greatly contracting their operations. | know not but to
bring them more effectually to this it might be advisable for us to inform them that after a certain
date we would not take more than a certain sum suppose 10 or £1500 a week of Bills on them.
You know we have by an old agreement & some kind of security you got always £8000 in £800
Bills at 3/mo running upon the London house drawn by the house here perhaps it would be proper
to tell them also that this sum must be reduced.

| wish we may not be plagued with that Jamaica Bill you return us to day indorsed by Auchie Ure &
Co. | cannot find we were advised of it being refused acceptance and about 10 days ago with a
view to the settlement with their creditors all the money in our hands was drawn out amount
about £4000 and lodged in the name of 3 Trustees for behoof of their Creditors. | have been at the
Trustees (of whom Penny is one) desiring them to give an order on their Account for this Bill, that
it might be immediately sent out to Jamaica to recover from the Drawers & Indorsers who it is not
doubted are good. That it was unreasonable to put the Bank for that Bill in the situation of their
other Creditors and if they did we should take no more of their Bills nor would we renew any of
the Creditors Bills in our hands as we had done
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A E. Q Mr Penny thought my demand reasonable, but the other Trustees he says do not think themselves
arrV_ o ’@ el M o 3% Ay VO ? warranted to touch the money at least till the deed of settlement with the creditors is completed
P Shiitous oL Aihat P ParnTV W@ M@‘ which they expect in a few days. This is rather provoking, and | fear will make it a tedious Business.

O*O ot d"’:‘ il Do you think we could arrest, or hold in our hands that money lodged in name of the Trustees and
- ; debit the account with this Bill? Penny says he wishes we could do so, as it would relieve the

Trustees of any responsibility.

Vol

RSM
13 May 1803

, Wm Simpson Esq
Ei ' P
\\ %

O

»
\"\'1
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Ly DUl - A 2canqp Ihos [T
v "7 - 7 " 1 D{r o & be. Private letters to day say that Lord Whitworth had arrived at Dover but as | have no such

By or vt on """‘uﬁ als K ¢ e iy information from Mr T who is always so attentive, | rather doubt it.
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Ry, _f\w o Aeodens & P . You see our old clerk Gibson is standing still. He says the first Packet from Charlestown will bring

2 M% '_' Yo : ] s st ,{ M him as much as will pay all his debt. Alexander & Co is at last in the same situation, and has the
ﬂw%m,f,{ Il.w»é” "(7(“0 7 5 / & R i o same thing to say. It is most provoking in these extensive dealers to make the payment of their
&(17’ 5 ,,v7 .,4.7(, s S s Hhne 4 7 creditors depend upon the arrival of a Packet. Alexander is very deep more so even than Auchie &
7,.. AT el '7'“"“7 g Co yet it is believed that both have made a great deal of money in their Jamaica Stores. But when
e . 3 they will get it home is another question. | wish from the heart we could get clear of these

: A A J o
/S W___WC Aoy 95 " ,//— extensive dealers — they are a pest to society — yet to cut them short at once would produce the

= iy s Y ST Hhnw Keart™ e 7 most destructive consequences and spread the mischief much wider. It would ruin those who are
Pharns splornn v Ak — oav ot 43‘;7:’7 not in the fault. For their sakes indeed | wish it were in the power of the bank upon such an
e ‘ N oarrrslorrosdiom 4 occasion as this rather to extend a little in melting undoubted Glasgow Paper.
”uuyw JM T s 2
mﬁ.,g,‘/ — et
SV -‘/’N—O Mo P b O o s Mathie’s Bill must no doubt go to No.2, of which | shall send you a state as soon as | can get time
ntr  onir N e T _fonr U -4 = - to make it out with proper Explanations without which you would not understand it. A number of
M s ﬂd/,vw 4,&« 7Y “7""'“ ”“"":O""W“ Bills have been brought upon it this spring but there are hardly any of the Glasgow Bills which will
ar Shar pudhar B 7—&-\9 .-./“04’ W"NE;—J_— 7 { not | think bring 20/ per £ out of both obligants. That Bill of Mathie’s was given in by Peterkin who
/’0 for — Weokhoers Poars ammnd e M’r ﬁ"mz.wfw""’ agented for him here, and it is on his metal to get the value. It was taken mostly on the Credit of
4 1 TV J ; e S PR the Accepter Blanchard and Parker the Drawer. Peterkin says from every account he has got
4 oA 2?" P sl uginan i Vors, m’)o—-/ Blanchard is good and Parker the Drawer is Partner in H Mathie & Co who
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 14 May 1803

RB/837/1113
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they say will pay in full and have a considerable Reversion. He writes Mathie intimating the return
and desiring Information. By desire of Auchie & Co’s Trustees, | have sent back the Bill on
Timpeson & Co to Down requesting they will take the £200 and if possible get the Balance either in
money or good Bills. If they cannot do that to return the Bill & Protestation to us that it may be
sent out to Jamaica per first packet. It is lucky no Packet sails for a fortnight. | forgot to thank you
for Sandy Thomson’s paper which | gave to the Collector. | was sorry to see poor Sandy in the
wrong Box for his & the Trustees’ Conduct in keeping the poor woman in the dark was very
unjustifiable, yet | regret much that he should not have a better share of the succession. | fear he
has no Chance for it. Tell your Counsellor my sweet Lassie made Breakfast to me this morning —a
fine girl she is.

RSM
14 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

| am brought into a curious submission. The Family of Mrs Campbell Auchloyn made & formally
subscribed a minute at opening her Repositories, referring it wholly to me to order settlements for
her Children according to what | shall think right and agreeable to her Intentions which her son
obliges himself to fulfil. It is too much for me to settle the concerns of so large a Family, yet |
would wish to keep them from quarrelling & law. Their Uncle Dr Mitchell is with them in the
Country. | go there to day and mean to consult him.
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16 May 1803

h ’% omitted to take notice of that Bill of Auchie’s. But | would fain hope Down & Co will get the money
' /,IW K)“W /OW VT ﬂlvﬁm ‘/’ i ol for us. | have this day sent them also the returned Bill on Blanchard indorsed by Mathie. The latter
WQ P e ouw W m oo &Qv._../w writes Peterkin that Blanchard is a man of great Property. It is supposed that he is in advance for
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' r What melancholy weather we have. It is as cold as in December, and the Grass quite withered.
] .
| !
} RSM
16 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

A & Mo
1 & ‘//117 V40D
1 v)

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.

© NatWest Group 2022



https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
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AL i VWWC‘Z’» A WP »%W, el .
/—r%vo/s//fhml&w %m//ézw /Mj/oé ol Lo brreres wwg“" After dispatching the other letters by this post Mr Archibald Smith & R Finlay called to inform us

that Mr Smith of Dunlop Smith & Co had been with them informing them of the difficulties their
house Smith Lindsay & Co London were under and requesting their assistance. It is needless to

O/M W "7 mention to you the Causes of these difficulties. It is enough to say that by their letters from
0 2o : Z e ﬁ? M London they believe an immediate Remittance of 10m to the house there would be of the greatest
I o> . consequence in carrying them thro’. James Finlay & Co considering it of the greatest importance to
/00»\/ 64&/'4««/ %M/ 7’*‘13 6”‘" St support them at present have at once agreed upon property being put into their hands to grant
c‘, W% .2 0/%,7,.‘56 Bills for the £10000. Mr Dale tho’ no way connected with them has agreed to discount £2000 of

these Bills. For the discount of the remaining £8000 they trust to the Royal Bank and they wish

;2;— /';‘7 A 4 much the matter may be so managed as it may be known to none other. It appears to me to be of
4—«‘49) A such consequence to this place, and even to the Royal Bank the support of that house as far as it

%‘Q = can be done with perfect safety that | had no hesitation in saying to them that altho’ we could not
Avcco — oo o’ or w 7 take it upon us to melt so large a sum out of our common course, | had little doubt the Paper being
W@ b Hnsne i 20 oAs cturnt Forcsl so unquestionable you would do it, and desired them to send me the Bills. They are inclosed. You

: know that Leitch & Smith David Russell John Gordon etc are Partners in James Finlay & Co and
7 7 > Y 13 XA A Dot oo
s A /”’ & "/ 1% they have very little running upon Smith Lindsay & Co. If you agree to this | beg you will by

737%& i 7/57 pon b ronir tomorrow’s post remit the
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o
proceeds of these Bills to Smith Lindsay Smith & Co London as from us, in such drafts as best suit
you and will be most easily converted into Cash, and send me a state of the Transaction. Yours
ever R Scott Moncreiff.

Wm Simpson Esq
- 2 R Bank

-
.
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-
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-

2

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in All
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

%

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.

© NatWest Group 2022

. - mia— . R



https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

17 1&ed
a’\:vy t«at»vv_,, O ccrnvromt’ LQaimy A M f'wm,,/,,(/‘é’m;,/ /M AJCQMW
: Yo i v tham = 2 e L ar VM—“O{ TS

A ,vaauﬂv/é’v IA‘ZT”‘A/A"/"VJW
w)k@w wld/ amt/
o Pl

A W,Mvh«ya/w—

v — Hhare LA s

¢ Kinr ngun midarre 9 w::; w/(»'b ﬂ/ a.anﬁ/v ¢ S
% V:::,,.n‘ Jzt;af‘w,w Z.//‘f-f//-wv WW ku?:ﬁ A o’
b rdrryns . Qs et Kmn 352 ﬁm.mot.- Z{j /oj., S ,mw«/ ,WMw
ﬂm/%ﬂ/w?@/o’wvy/u ol v;@%/tsz
Py Vlohe of P W.Kw%/x?.m/ﬁw o O
MW,A[JWMG dey Hnpa s
Pl a‘mwmvméf'f-@mvmﬁvmmtm\ .

’ oo b "&D\/"N wltr Bonh how lw

e '&;Ziw 7 @m,a/,p.a@w .:%;L?ﬁ dte
S0 o Joqg i I G W i A PRk
.//;:# ootk -,,1457 i J%/tﬁm
o Lo AN et IR i o oot o P, }Z}wﬂv ;25

5 bvo wMWrwwowﬁ'»Qn;w 3600
J%VV{WM L TR "M &J-WM%OT

0 —anv iy v’d
‘)0 Wl ’7

, ; @ 7 Ll
A o Mo "‘"Z@Mz“””m
. bt @.{f‘:if,,;wx e o %@%M

© NatWest Group 2022

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 17 May 1803

RB/837/1117

Page 1 of 2

17 May 1803

Every day's occurrences seem to lead to an awful crisis, | know not but in some respects more so than
‘93. My knees begin to shake sadly under me, but we must struggle on. The more severe the conflict it
will be the sooner over. These Londoners allowing their acceptances to be returned while they are
believed to be in good Circumstances, is frightful. This we are assured is the case with the Bill upon
Usher you returned us and which Alexander & Co in their present situation cannot take up. We mean
therefore to send it to Down tomorrow. Alexander has good Reason to expect 10m per first Jamaica
Packet and a large sum by every following Packet, and | should really hope from the state of their
Jamaica Funds, they will pay all and have a considerable Reversion. But | am much afraid we shall be
plagued with the return of some of their London Bills in the meantime, and it will be a difficult matter
to settle with their Creditors. Every thing is in the most distorted state. One Papillon a great Buyer of
Goods here who drew on his Father in London has stopped and it is said he owes the Manufacturers
here 30m. We have long refused his acceptances but may have two or three of his drafts on London
well covered to us. Gibson our old Teller has fairly stopt. We have none of his Paper but some large
Manchester Bills on London for Cotton which we are assured are most undoubted. The Bill you
mention of Jaffrey & Eastons will | suppose be returned tomorrow. They have given us a Bill on London
well indorsed to be applied for payment if it is not paid to you in Edinburgh.

Smith Lindsay & Co’s demand upon you would come with the account of the war this morning. A bad
time but | hope you would make the Remittance. With Mr Dale’s discounts and others, they made up
£5600 for which we gave a draft on Down 3600 at 7/d st and £2000 at 45/ds this with your 8m will
make £13600 and John Dunlop is gone into Edinburgh with some more Bills to try to melt them. Of
these Bills £2400 are Lindsay Dalrymple & Co these are perfectly good as John Leckie writer a very
opulent man is a Partner. But | think the old B—ch may relieve you of them. Smith writes his Partners
that if they can remit him 20m he pledges himself to carry the house clearly thro’, that he has 50m
value of goods in his Warehouse on which he could not at present for his life raise 5m.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 17 May 1803

RB/837/1117

Page 2 of 2

You see how our Cash is reduced — a very large sum was drawn out yesterday, but a good part has
come back to day, and more will come no doubt thro the week. | cannot conceive where all our
notes have gone. You will no doubt be obliged to send us a further supply. Some slack hour this
week | will try to make up No.2 for you. | tremble now at opening your letter every morning for
fear of Copperplates. The demand on us last night was very great. After returning nearly half the
Bills we have done more than comes in a week. Were we to retrench more | am satisfied we
should stop the People. Oh it is arduous work.

RSM
17 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

Mr Houston has got the bill on Reid Irving & Co disposed of otherwise.

[pencil annotation in another hand:] Bleaching
Papillon

[some jot figures, not transcribed]
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 18 May 1803

RB/837/1119

Page 1 of 2

18 May 1803

Lindsay & Co have remitted in all 15m from this including your 8mm, and they expect John Dunlop
would make out 4 or 5m from Edinburgh to day. This they seem confident by their letters from
London will carry them completely thro’. | hope it will be so, but the boundless ideas of these
People must be checked and if once they get over this Emergency | would be for using every mean
to curtail them even the strongest measures.

As John Dunlop kept his customhouse money with Sir W F & Co | hope he has got them to remit for
the Bills he has. The R Bank has taken more than its share. Vast sums drawn on Down this week,
not only for this remittance to Smith & Co, but for payment of mortgages to English people on a
number of houses in our New Town. Of these houses to the amount of 30m were sold lately. 20m
of it payable at this term, and the agent has got Bills from us to remit for a great part of it.
Watsons have not called for their answer. | suppose they will not buy at 45/days as they can send
in the money to Edinburgh and get the Bills at 40 days. A day or two is a great object to them.
What do you say to the inclosed from Ewing Mclae? No end of demands. Give the other inclosed
to Mr More. The moment | got his letter | sent it to Mr Nimmo who as Police Clerk | thought the
fittest hand to manage the Business. Sorry | am we were too late, but from this | hope you are on
the proper Scent and will discover the villain. | have said 0 of the Forgery. Your two Copperplates
were instantly taken up this morning and it comforts me to think | shall have none from you
tomorrow. But | doubt not we shall have the disagreeable accounts of the war being in a manner
begun, and when it will end or what will be the result is only known to him who knows the End
from the Beginning.
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RSM
18 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 20 May 1803

RB/837/1123

Page 1 of 2

Dear Sir

Having some leisure yesterday | made out the inclosed black account, which you may keep a few
days and return me. | know not if you should show it to anybody lest it produce low spirits. There
were several Bills in the account both on the debit & credit side, but being paid it was needless to
bring them into this state. | fear more will come on the account before all is over and considering
the amount of the stoppages within these 6 months not much less | suppose than half a million and
most of them having accounts with us, | am thankful it is not worse.

Yours ever

RSM

20 May 1803
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RSM
20 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
o}
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 21 May 1803

RB/837/1125

Page 1 of 2

21 May 1803

So the poor wretch has saved you the Trouble of hanging him. It is as well. But the Counsellor will
be at my poor Cousin if he can. | hope very few of the Notes have been issued. It would be
satisfactory if you could be ascertained of this but since the Rascal is gone | know not how you can
be informed but if few appear you may conclude that few are out.

We had a grand procession to day from hence with the 3 Airdrie murderers, 2 troops of dragoons,
the sheriff, two hangmen in a chaise following the cart upon which the fellows were handbound.

They will get a good leathering at Airdrie and richly do they deserve it - they should all have been

hanged.

| am glad we have no bad news from London this morning, and no Copperplates from you. The Old
Dean insisted | should dine with him to day at Jordanhill. | would not promise positively till | saw
your letter. Had it covered a number of Copperplates they would have put me out of humour for
visiting. But now | will go.

Our next to Down will frighten you. The Collector of the Mortgages on the houses paid in a large
sum to day and told me he would call for above 5m of our drafts on Down on Monday.

Andrew Stevenson showed me a letter from Miln & Nunn saying they had paid the Bill we
returned you. What could be the meaning of the Bank protesting it before due?
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| had another letter from Mr T yesterday about SLS & Co but as he mentions his having wrote you

forr i otsannny — WAl Mtimnssito o
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 24 May 1803
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24 May 1803

| have a short line from Mr T this morning saying Messrs Smith & Co appear to be going on without
further help from us. | therefore am in hopes that they may rise above their difficulties. | wish his
hopes may be realised but after the mad part they have acted | can have no confidence in them and
| shall be happy how soon we can get clear of them. There is a letter from Smith today expressing a
high sense of the obligations he is under to his friends here for the seasonable aid they have given
him, and to Mr Thornton for his great liberality, and saying positively that his way is now clear and
he has no fear of getting thro.

Sorry | am to see the Bills discounted so much increased last week. It was the Term week no other
Bank was doing any thing considerable. What we did was absolutely necessary to keep the machine
agoing and | have the fullest conviction if you or even Mr R had been here you would have done
more. From the small sum coming in this week, the Balance must be increased a few thousand more
by next Monday, but the week after being the first of the month will | hope bring us back to where
we were. It is most painful work to stand and refuse the many applications we have on a Tuesday
forenoon, | assure you.

Free’s death will be a great Loss to Mr T, as | understand he was a very active manager in the
Business. Mr T speaks very favourably of his Brother who | suppose will be taken in at Midsummer.
But John Bannatyne did not speak of him as wiser than his neighbours. | fancy Mr T has pretty hard
work of it at present.

| shall be curious to see the decision of the House of Commons yesterday. | hope they will approve
of Ministry and vote to support His Majesty, but | am sure the war does not seem so necessary as
the last was.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,

the bank’s cashier, 25 May 1803, enclosing two slips concerning the Muirkirk Company’s affairs
RB/837/1130
Page 1 of4

25 May 1803

The Books of Edinburgh Checks are come, but it is the London ones we want. | beg you will order
them as soon as you can. We will be glad to have some Bank of England small notes when you get
them and | wish you could send us some small Gold, the want of it occasions a great Emission of
silver. You see that article is nearly done with us. | suppose you will send us some in the Box as |
understand you have plenty.

We have another failure today - James E Henderson the agent for the Paisley Union Bank, he was
also a partner in a yarn and manufacturing concern and lately shipped a great quantity of goods for
the West Indies, so that many of our manufacturers will be taken in with him. We have long seen
him very needy and | do not think we have a bit of his paper. He owes | hear 22m and has by his
state 15m to pay it. There are about 10m wind Bills in the hands of the Union Bank, but they have
the Guarantee of a good man Mr Semple. There is also a deficiency in their cash with him of 3 or 4m
for which his sureties must pay. You see what freedom agents use with cash. | really and seriously
wish you would come west and take a look of your agents' cash here — it would be a satisfaction to
you and not less to them your seeing with your own eyes that it was all right, and the misconduct of
agents of late | think requires such an inspection.

Andrew Templeton a steady hand is appointed the Union Bank’s agent. When shall we see an end of
these disasters!
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 26 May 1803
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26 May 1803

| have not yet had time to look into the returned Vouchers the first leisure Evening | can get | mean
to take them upstairs and examine their Backs and when done with them shall return them.

This stop of Henderson's makes a good deal of noise. The honest Collector is in very bad humour at
him and no wonder — a few days before the stop Henderson drank tea with him when he begged the
loan of £500 — for 2 days — which the Collector readily gave him and would he says have given him
£1000 if he had asked it, he had so little doubt of his honour. But he heard no more of his £500.

We settled a year’s account with the Collector the other day and gave him £518 Interest. Before the
arrangement by which the Bills to him were to be payable on Tuesdays we always charged his
account with the drafts to him as at 4/ds our par - that is if they were at 2 or 3 days we charged
interest on his interest for the 1 or 2 days short of the 4 days. But in the last account we allowed him
2 days’ interest on our Bills to him at 3 days. That is we remit for him as by Bills at one day’s date as
he says this was settled with you at the time of the arrangement. | suppose you approve of this.

We have had some fine showers yesterday and this morning which will do much good, but still the
weather very cold and blustering — not like May.

What has the Counsellor made of my Cousin. Adieu,
Your dead horse
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier.

The letter is undated, but was found in a bundle next to the letter dated 26/5/1803.
RB/837/1134
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Our Friend Jamie Buchan | am afraid has got into a bad Scrape. There is a little man here Andrew
Hosie to whom James is very much attached, and | believe an honest industrious Body but in going
into a foreign Trash has | fear gone quite out of his line. He had a son also a solid industrious lad |
am told, whom he sent to New York and shipt Goods largely to him. At first they sold with profit
and Andrew was supposed to have made money but latterly Goods fell much. The lad would not
sell till he could with Profit, so he kept the Goods on hand and the Father being obliged to pay
them here, he is brought above 6m in advance till Remittances come from the sales of these
goods. This advance he supports by drawing on London, on Begbie & Hunter and Laurence Taylor
Bills on whom you see passing frequently and no doubt remittances to take them up. Begbie & Co |
know to be a safe house, | know nothing of Taylor. For these drafts of Hosie’s and for all his
Transactions we have James Buchan’s guarantee. James has been understood to be Partner with
him. | rather think however his Interposition is purely from benevolent attachment to Hosie whom
he says he will carry thro. The two houses in London hold stock of his as their security for accepting
these drafts. | had a serious conversation with him here the other day and strongly urged his not
continuing to support this advance of about 6m by this horrible Circulation and advised him to
raise the money by some less disgraceful & expensive mode, and to write to Hosie at New York to
sell off the Goods at what they would bring and
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier.

The letter is undated, but was found in a bundle next to the letter dated 26/5/1803.
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remit the value, as | could not see how in present times we could contrive to carry on this
disagreeable operation. | mention these circumstances to you that if you think proper you may
have a conversation with him upon the subject, but | know not if it will be necessary to mention
the matter to any other. | hope there is no doubt Mr Buchan’s Property makes these Transactions
quite safe to us ultimately even independent of the London houses, but he should for his own
Interest & Credit surely raise the money in some other way.

PP
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 30 May 1803
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30 May 1803

| am not afraid of getting payment of these returned Bills on Alexander. John Pattison to day
proposes that we should take Alexander’s Bills payable at the dates when his different Instalments
are payable indorsed by a house here who he says is very safe for the whole of these Bills and that
we should order back those running, and keep the Bills & Protests for our further security till we are
paid. At the same time Alexander to give us a letter engaging to pay us sooner if Remittances come
sooner over paying his Instalments. We take a day or two to consider this proposal. It is lucky that
Alexander’s Indorsation on Usher is paid, but | cannot understand how Down & Co have taken
13/11d above the sum you charge us in these cases they never used to allow for Re Exch etc and
certainly when the money was paid in London there should have been allowed some deduction from
Re Exch. Donaldson | understand is taken in by some house in Lancashire. He lets their drafts on him
go back, but the Glasgow People who consigned him Goods, to them he returns the Goods or gives
them good Bills for what he has sold. This it seems is the way they can do in England.

What delightful rains we have had since Saturday. | hope they have fallen copiously on Barebones.
But notwithstanding my spirits are kept down today by the dark prospect before me this night. |
counted upon a large sum coming in from Bills discounted the first week of the month as is usually
the case, but | had not looked into the Bill Book. On taking a note from it this morning how mortified
| was to find only 31m coming in this week. This | suppose is owing to our cutting in so much in
February last. How we can make any thing like that sum answer the demands this night | have no
conception without putting the People to a Pause altogether — distressing work.
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This is our Whitsun Monday Horse market. Nearly 50 Country bodies have been in getting payment
or renewing their deposit receipts. Horses | am told are dear.

RSM
30 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P

How is it that a letter | sent in the Box on Saturday plainly directed to Wm S M Edinburgh is returned
in it to day? It goes back tomorrow.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the bank’s cashier, 31 May 1803
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31 May 1803

After a hard struggle we have closed the business of this day and | go upstairs rather exhausted and
distressed from seeing the neediness of the people and the misery of the many who have been
disappointed. | did not take the Trouble of counting the Bills last night but | think we returned more than we
took, and much of my time this forenoon has been occupied in reading letters with reclaiming Petitions.
This is the way we do sir, and a painful way it is.

Your thin Letters these two last posts were very comforting to me but | expect a Bundle from you tomorrow
of Alexander’s returned Bills one upon Williams £1475 we have a letter from him saying that he had let it be
returned because Alexander owed him that. We might recover what we could get from him and he would
pay the Balance. Alexander declares he gave value for the Bill and as Williams is an undoubted good man he
begs we may send it back and insist on payment. So we shall send it to Down and | think there is little doubt
they will get payment. For Alexander’s Bill on Leven the Trustees to day have proposed that we shall take
his Acceptances at 3, 6, 9 & 12 months for the whole the payment of which they will guarantee and they
have no doubt the whole will be paid in 4 to 6 months. They are in good spirits as to the state of his affairs.
Within this last week they have got 10m from Jamaica which they pay in to us in the Name of James Miller

for the Creditors. He is one of the Trustees and is much disposed to make us easy. You see he indorses the
Bills.

Bob left me this morning in a Post Chaise with two Miss Strongs of Leith. He carries with him the Elder’s
Table for Mrs Simpson. His Brother say he will be prosecuted for forging a R Bank £5 Note and my name.

Henderson’s affairs | hear will turn out very bad.

From that large Bill on you we have sent Col Leven | suppose the Excise men will be on you next week.
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RSM
31 May 1803

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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