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Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 1 September 1801
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1 September 1801

You had need to send us a supply soon, for there are only 1m small and 3m large left in the chest
after this day’s emissions — a good sum however is come in since in the Tellers’ hands — | beg you
will put your people in mind never to forget the 2 bags silver in the box — for we have nothing else
to carry us through. We have had a sore day of it and done too much but had we done less | know
not what would have been the consequences.

| saw a letter from Hunt at Dunfermline saying that the O B--ch's restrictions were general to all
their branches and the cause he supposed to be to check a spirit of speculation - the reason may be
good for | fear there is too much of that spirit - but it is cruel not to give people some warning -
they should reduce gradually and not begin without 2 or 3 months’ warning - this sudden measure
is a wanton attack upon the credit of the country. Hunt says the Kirkcaldy people are meeting
about erecting a Bank of their own - they cannot be blamed.

| could not avoid placing Archibald’s Bill to debts in suspension under the quarter account as | could
not credit the Bank without debiting some other account with it — it makes no odds however — we
shall look as sharply after it — but | do grudge that we cannot apply the Bills lodged towards the
payment — yet | know not how that can be done to be effective in case of a sequestration.

The Duke seems to be wholly absorbed in his Regiment. | never hear of him being any where else
and he has never yet called at the Bank tho he promised it. He goes away middle of this month. We
have some rain today tho the mercury is rising fast.

In comes the inclosed from poor Jamie what shall | say to it — poor fellow | pity him
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2 September 1801

The Collector was with me this morning and shewed me a note from John Bonar stating what had
been done and the uncertainty of the result at which the Collector was very ill pleased as he had
to get our Bill this day for above 16m and without permission to the contrary he was obliged to
leave it payable on Monday — when he sent for the Bill | wrote him a line asking if he might not
desire as a favour to him his friend to whom he sent it to alter with his permission the first word
of the Bill and turn the two into three days — letting him know that if the Board had not so much
regard to the convenience of his friends here as to admit of the alteration of one day, the
account would be withdrawn. | know not if he will do any thing in this but | made him sensible in
the morning of the inquiry he would suffer if the Board would not relax — as | wished to put it
upon the footing of a matter in which his interest was concerned — and really if they will not yield
| would have 0 to do with the account. Archie Graham would only give 3 per cent and Carrick
would not take the account on any terms as he pays commission in Edinburgh — Leven at
Greenock seems to be under no such restraints as he has just sent for a Bill £4530 of tomorrow’s
date at 4/ d o | am glad the balance was in your favour yesterday.

Sandy Simpson’s supply will be very seasonable | suppose he comes in the 10 o’clock coach — Con
Corbett has just been with me with a subscription paper — it seems the Postho Surveyor of the
Roads has declared that unless £1000 is immediately subscribed to repair the road between this
& Moffat the mail coach by Carlisle is to be withdrawn and our letters are to come by Edinburgh
which will make them a day later. | see most of the mercantile houses have subscribed 5 Guineas
Corbett says he will not take less from a Bank than 10 Guineas. | told him | would neither
subscribe the one nor the other but should inform you - so what shall | say to him on Friday.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 3 September 1801
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3 September 1801

It's well you have got matters so well settled with the Board the Collector came in to me in triumph
this morning when we communicated our intelligence to each other. He says that this is the way it
should be settled as it would never have done to have carried it on by connivance or with the
knowledge of one Comr only — he wrote Pearson strongly last night telling him that it would not
only be a great loss but a great risk & danger to him if the account was withdrawn as he did not
know another Bank he could deal with — and he sent him my line desiring him to turn the two into
a three which he has no doubt Pearson would now do — let me know if it is so. Your letter to John
Bonar was quite the thing and clinched the business upon proper grounds.

| have some notion Jamie McDowal’s Bills were discounted by you and not by us — but as | don’t
recollect when he said they became due, | cannot look for them. It is a curious circumstance that
we have only one Glasgow discounted Bill due this day - so Simpson sees us in as stagnated a state
as the Glasgow Folks think the Edinburgh office is in - our Tellers say it is the slackest day we have
had these 7 years — but they will have enough to do tomorrow, when | see there is just 100 Bills
due besides those from the Royal and Perth Banks. Simpson came just in time to take his Kail with
me. | was examining him about your Front. He says it is not yet up to the Roof. Burns seems to take

a long time to it, but | suppose he is doing it very well - it will be a pretty thing - | wonder if ever |
shall see it — | fear not.

| gave Simpson Hoop’s letter with the straw paper to show you — it seems to us very tough. What
blessed weather this. A great deal must be done today.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 3 September 1801
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| do not hear of A H & Co having any cargoes from the W Indies. | suppose they are all forenailed to
those who advanced money on them — yet they contrive somehow to send in a weekly grocer’s Bill
for about £400.

At closing this in comes the inclosed note from the Collectors. In comes also Jamie McDowal and |
find his Bills are due the 7th and were remitted to us by you, so we must discount his new bills |
suppose against them on Saturday. It's not worth sending them on to you tho’ | grudge sadly adding
them to our list.

Peterkin to his great joy has found one of his £100s it was lying in Paisley notes behind one of his
cash drawers.

RSM
3 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 4 September 1801
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me to state the matter to you and trusted that betwixt us we would fall upon some way of
accommodating him. He said as he knew how hard we were pressed, it was with much reluctance
he applied — but he could not help it and he had not before asked any assistance to pay his land —
he is to call on Monday for his answer — there is no end of these things — yet it would be painful to
refuse Archie.

Must our account be made out on Friday next in place of Saturday? And must we still lay aside
£500 to the Fund? — how provoking the Bankers not paying that Bill of George Mackintosh’s. | had
no other thing for it but giving him it to send to Leeds to get the name — it’s lucky he knows the
man.

Thomas Hopkirk is gone to Buxton today and taken the Laird his brother with him.

RSM
4 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 8 September 1801
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8 September 1801

I am glad you have got it managed with Sandy — | had no doubt it would be the case — but | fear | shall
notwithstanding hear of a bad Balance tomorrow.

| knew MacKenzie would be at you and had no doubt he would make some Impression — he is a wonderful
fellow with his tongue and you would see by his subscription paper what a number of Creditors he had
brought over by it to agree to his proposal, but Carrick swears he will not abate a shilling of interest and he
assures me that there are others of his mind, so that | should hardly think the measure would go through. |
told Mackenzie that Banks and Creditors for money lent should be considered as different from Creditors for
goods whose profits could well afford a few months lengthening the credit, and he seemed to admit the
justice of this idea. From our claim | see we have Sharp & Mackenzie’s security alone.

For Bills on Anderson & Co not accepted etc £487.16.6
On Whitehead & Co ditto £508.2.6
On Rowlandson & Co ditto £695.4.7
£1691.3.10

I can never understand how the Reversion which was at first 64m and afterwards acknowledged by Archie
Graham might be about 30m should have come down to less than nothing. | was half an hour with Carrick
last night returned from a jaunt over the south of Scotland.

I shall call and tell Houston & Co that we cannot continue discounts to them. | don’t recollect whether | got
Mr Grant’s dividend, but | shall inquire of W Logan. Gilbert has never paid the interest. He was to consult his
writer and let me know. | sent to day he is in the country to be in tomorrow. They desired the receipt to be
sent there and get his answer which | shall do.

Bob writes me of this earthquake which is rather alarming. Some people here say they felt the shock at the
same hour, but they took no notice of it till they heard of it from Edinburgh.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 8 September 1801
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This | think is the only dismal day we have had for 2 months past — a constant heavy rain from the
East, but considering what a season we have had we have no reason to complain.
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RSM
8 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 9 September 1801

RB/837/365

Page 1 of 2

9 September 1801

What a sad situation that old B--ch has brought herself into —ill as | like her, | really begin to pity her
and wish she were out of the scrape. Her building foundation is a real and | doubt will prove a great
misfortune, for | should think she will be found liable in damages to the Wardrobe's Court People - but
her new system of retrenching discounts so rapidly and to such extent, is such an outrageous piece of
misconduct that they deserve to suffer for it. To think of reducing discounts at once from 14 to 4
appears to me down right insanity and they seem to be keeping strictly to it for a great friend of
Drysdale Kirkaldy told me today that he, D, having sent them a draft on Edinburgh for £200, and that

being above his limited sum, they returned the draft. Drysdale it seems is a man worth 30m quite out of

trade and never transgressed their orders. His friend tells me that the Kirkcaldy, Dysart & Pathhead

people will have no difficulty in raising 60m for their new Bank and he knows them well. How provoking
to be pestered with new Bank notes by this mad conduct of theirs. | should think the proprietors would

be roused and choose new directors.

| was a little alarmed at the return of the £180 Bill to da. The Drawer Wylie is a weak body —
taken upon seeing a letter from on whom drawn allowing him to draw it and he did not get the

money till we had time to hear if the Bill was refused acceptance. We never got such advice, which wa

it was only

S

not right in the Bank of England, however | have just got it settled by discounting a good 4 months’ date

Bill.

Captain Davidson who has a farm from the President near Finskie and is the best farmer in this country

tells me just now that he is sure the crop this year is equal to the two preceding crops and that a man
from Argyllshire told him they had as many potatoes there as would serve them three years. We had a
bad day yesterday but it is fair today and the wind got round to the west. | hope it will soon blow and
dry every thing.
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It was stupid in Logan not to send me Mr Grant’s dividend when he had daily transactions at the

office. | had quite forgot my powers. He promises in time coming to send both Mr Grant’s &
George Mitchel’s at the terms of payment. | gave two receipts, one in the book and the other

separately, which | don’t see the sense of.

RSM
9 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William Simpson,
the Bank’s cashier, 10 September 1801

RB/837/367

Page 1 of 2

10 September 1801

You have more firmness than | expected otherwise MacKenzie's tongue assisted | suppose by Jamie
Buchan's would have brought you over. You would see by his list how many of his Creditors he had
brought over. Mr Dale puns upon the Rents of Wardrobe’s Court increasing as you say — and thinks
in that case the owners will have no cause to complain. But it will be a sad affair indeed if that great
building tumble down and somebody will be a great losers. Our Circuit Court closed last night and
there is a great outcry against them — two or three people for assaults they have banished but a
rascal Brown much more criminal than any of them, they have only fined 600 marks and imprisoned
him 3 months. He is a feuar of Robert McNair’s and out of revenge because Robert had given him a
summonds to pay up some feu duties he swore he would wynd him a pirn so in one night cut down
& destroyed 225 young trees in a beautiful belt of planting which Robert had planted 7 years ago

near his house. There was something so diabolical in this and the fact and premeditated revenge
were so clearly proven that nobody doubted he would have been sent to Botany Bay as the Law
clearly enacts for that crime. Brown is a man of some property. It is hard to let him loose again on
Robert McNair who | should think would not feel himself safe against his malice.

The two Hopkirks took tickets in the Carlisle mail coach which was to take them in at the head of the
road to Dalkeith — but from the Laird’s laziness they were a few minutes too late and had the
mortification of seeing it passing along before they got up, so they lost their seats and were obliged
to post after it, but could never overtake it.

| have seen a number of people here who felt the earthquake — | fancy one shall hear of a greater
guake somewhere to the southward.
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Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 10 September 1801
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These great Folks are a plague to have to do with — Lady Douglas sends a letter from my Lord to us
desiring us to pay her Ladyship’s orders on her cash account and so she sends a £200 order —and
at same time her order on James Walker’s sent you per £30 without a stamp. | had near refused
both, but as she sent her servant from Bothwell on purpose for the money | could not think of
disappointing her as it would have made a great noise so gave him the money — but when his
Lordship comes home | must have his new order. His Brother the Duke has never yet looked in
upon us. There is fine day — but still close & warm.

RSM
10 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
o}
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Blackwood & Co | see frequently give us Bills on Turner & Innes - the Turner is Col Turner who they say is
now very opulent — Innes they say is one of the cleverest fellows in London and from Edinburgh - do you
know him - if Innes be a cousin of the Deputy Governor's we shall be right enough. | have added you see
the £10 to Edward & Bill’s salaries. The other £50 Lads | think may stand as they are till they have been a
year in the office. The Bills you return today are all taken up.

Alexander Simpson goes home in the Eagle tomorrow — we shall return the saddle bags by him with what
mixtures we have. | hope you have not forgot the silver in the box — we have none remaining.
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RSM
11 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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12 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 16 September 1801

RB/837/374
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16 September 1801

| hope our Monday’s and Tuesday’s letters would go safe to you this morning and | am not
without hopes of seeing you this night.

This distressing disgraceful occurrence unhinges me very much and produces a languor over my
whole frame —my only relief on all such occasions is by disburthening myself to you — from
what various sources trouble springs — many a fear have | had from bad Bills and Bankrupts, but
from the villainy of our servants | never entertained an apprehension — nor could | have
conceived a possibility of its going to such an extent. What you will do with the poor wretch |
know not. It did not at first occur to me that he could be prosecuted criminally, but | am told this
is warranted by a late law and perhaps it may be proper to make an example of him. | cannot

think upon the subject — there is a general gloom over the whole office and Peterkin tells me it
is spreading in the town.

From the inclosed letter it would seem the Watsons and D Smith are not upon a proper footing.
For that Bill of Mcdowal’s on Irvin they have lodged Bills with me to be kept in security till it is
accepted — their former drafts were all regularly accepted. | called on Willie Ball last night and

told him that after next week we could take none of their Houston’s Bills. Bob Houston is in
London.
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RSM
16 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 22 September 1801
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22 September 1801

If Bank agents go on in this way, we shall be ashamed of the character. | never heard before of
this Alloa chap, but | cannot doubt Adam Keir will be liable for the Bill to our indorser who is a
very safe man. | am glad two such eminent accompts are coming west to us. Only regret that |
will not have beds for both, as | should have liked to have had Mr More upstairs — they will
surely put all to rights but | am mistaken if they don't see some difficulties in altering our system.

| think it needless to say any thing to Peterkin until the gentlemen come west and our plan is
fixed. He seems very desirous to have matters put upon such a footing as would please, and |
think he will not object to come in the afternoons, but how to get the multitude of Bills on
Tuesday all entered, arranged, and those on London & Edinburgh sent off to you, his cash book
work fairly up and balanced, all in time. There is the difficulty.

I shall, as you desire it, return the Bills to Wylie & Archibald when you send me back those on
Tulloch for | doubt not the Trustee would call them back. | only wrote to Grahams in Liverpool to
know about Preston & Co the accepters there, but | am much afraid Wylie can give us no filled
account. | doubt if Edward’s name stands in their Books, but | shall inquire. How shall we do if
there is no account in their books? Gordon Jo Ferguson’s man came back yesterday and it would
appear he had only been a visit at Greenock but did not tell where he was going. He is a partner
with Davidson Connel & Co whose affairs | doubt are not right. | shall desire the Tellers in future
always to tell over the notes you send us west — it is very proper — what shall we do with the
Bank of Scotland small notes? 6m of them came in easily this forenoon — it is really impossible
we can go on with them, counting such a number and in the hurry of a Tuesday forenoon. |
would at once have adopted the plan you mentioned and with that view | called on Archie
Hamilton on Saturday to tell him we were to do so — he approved of the expedient
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but said it was impossible they could give us our large notes on Tuesdays as they give them all
=~ - , L o .‘%«5_@3&4 e/ up to us the night before, so nothing can be done in that way for Tuesday forenoon is the day

wlrd ' ) 2 Wl 3 ] 8 == % they chiefly i thei [l notes — think of th dient? Archie told F
?/W“ 7‘"‘ Y0 ; o ey chiefly issue their small notes — can you think of any other expedient? Archie told Fraser

o&»w-»ltg ; y, A a8t 2: B ‘4 52 A @\&o when he was last in Edinburgh of our complaints on this head. His answer was that he had no
S, S W:Z.a oArs WM r Ay J ; business to mind our complaints.

Now as to the houses you mention on whom White gives you Bills: they are all our intimates in

2 e AhH ] the discounting way, as we see their paper every week from Dunlop Smith & Co. They are all in
N\ . Y \ - ﬂ f‘ v ’
M ey Mz i ?"“""‘? oufl = < decent enough credit, paying their Bills regularly, but excepting Adam Montieth & Co, Montieth
M\M" T N ¥ Bogles & Co and Jo Ure they are all so closely connected in business & relationship with Dunlop

Smith & Co that | should fear if one were to fall all would fall. | should think they are generally
safe, tho | fear there is too much reciprocal paper among them.

| just hear that Henry Riddell is lying dangerously ill of a fever at his house Little Govan — how
uncertain life!
RSM

22 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to
William Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 23 September 1801
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23 September 1801

By all | can learn there was next to no hope of Henry Riddell this morning. | found last
night that the complaint which first appeared as a fever had turned into a palsey and
he was not able to articulate. What an affecting scene will that family exhibit if he is
carried off, and what proof of the uncertainty of life. It is said that he had hurt
himself by his attention to his farm and getting wet feet. He was surveying the
Douglas Mill road last week with C Corbett and there also got wet feet.

As | expected upon Inquiry last night | found that Wylie & Archibald had no account
with George and neither he nor the Bank appears Debtors by their Books, so they can
give no filled account. There are some circumstances too respecting the Bills George
got which | must state to Mr More before | give them up. The two notes by Wylie &
Archibald to Robert Archibald were given in place of the same security he held by
other vouchers, were therefore no security, but your Counsellor will set us to rights
about these things. | hope nothing will prevent his coming. It will do very well the end
of the week, but he must be with us on Monday & Tuesday as it is then only he can
judge of our present system by seeing how it applies to the transactions then. Willie
will see a great change since he left us. | dare say the operations of one kind &
another are nearly doubled.

| rejoice to find Mr R is so much the better of Buxton — did he see the Hopkirks there.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised
some spellings, expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain
transcriptions are in . All quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here;
please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and
events referred to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

%‘Wo - m » s Baats PFi i dinll) o A v%,v‘ Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to
(éD S P i ) o# i ) A, \é\g;gz?/:;n;pson, the Bank’s cashier, 23 September 1801
/7 @ 7 . - :
L/“ﬂe,qlﬂ_ P S e a««{vu Lavnr W =3 44,0 Page 2 of 2
" ' -~ Friend George bids me seal the inclosed — his Cudbear Company are so easy upon us

and their account so useful that | don’t see how we can refuse him altho he is heavy
enough upon us in his other manufacturing concerns.

r RSM
23 September 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 24 September 1801

RB/837/382
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24 September 1801

Alas, poor Henry Riddell expired at one this morning. What an afflicted family, and | am told Mr
Glassford is more overcome than any of them. What a warning to us all — to appearance his was a
better life than ours. In the vigour of life and in the midst of his plans of future happiness at his
country place which he was much pleased with. He is cut off by a few days’ iliness. All flesh is like
grass and the glory thereof like the flower of the grass — soon fadeth.
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| shall hope to see the accountants tomorrow, and | will do nothing about returning the Bills to
Wylie & Co till | see the counsellor. Everything shall be concerted with him. | am glad the balance
was as it should be yesterday with the B--ch, which | see has had the good effect of raising your
spirits and making you spout some clever lines which will apply to many a James & Sam here, and
to Bills as well as any thing else.

We have only 35m coming in this week, and many demands upon us among the rest to renew.
Willie Gillespie’s stock Bill £1200 so that the balance will be ruined this week, but the next being
the first of the month will | hope bring it down a little.

Do you know anything of a James Baird an underwriter, Edinburgh? | refused his acceptance per
£240 today, as | did not know him. You see poor Stenhouse is outed for the present. He goes to
Edinburgh tomorrow & will see you. | thot it best just to forward the officer’s Bill among our other
Bills on London.
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| am very sorry to find accounts are received today from Jamaica of Sibbald & Co's fine ship the
Morland having blown up — it will be a heavy loss and | doubt they will not be covered, as an
insurance was offered on her here the other day was not done. It will probably be a skelp to the
Edinburgh underwriters.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 25 September 1801
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25 September 1801

| have sent your message to friend George. We have many friends in the way of seeking help. |
doubt we have not so many in the way of giving it if it were wanted. | have often thot that public
Banks do not experience so strong an attachment from their connections as private Banks do.

That old B--ch | am sure deserves no attachment from anybody. Her system is a torment to
everyone within her reach. | am continually pestered with people bringing in heaps of her small
notes and complaining that our Tellers will not now receive them. | pity the people who come
fairly by these notes. At same time it is impossible that our lads can go through the business if
they are obliged in the hurry of it to count over such bundles. That loss of the Moreland is a sad
misfortune. Sibbald & Co must be deeply cut. They had a sum insured here, but because the
underwriters would not insert a clause in the policy which they wanted, it was vacated just the
day before the account came of the loss.

| am expecting the Counsellor will cast up before this is shut. It will be the evening | suppose
before Willie appear as he is on horseback. His son came in upon me yesterday brought by
Friend Bog. | did not know the boy. What delightful weather. My wife, her sister and Miss
Preston are all gone out to Rosebank with the Laird in his chaise to stay all night, and come in
with him in the morning.
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= ’ 6 o’clock and no word of the Counsellor.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 27 September 1801
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27 September 1801

Our wise men of the east came safe late last night. Mr More has been attending this forenoon and
we shall see what improvements he shall suggest. In the meantime Mr Dale will have us go out
and take our dinner at Rosebank. Stenhouse will explain his situation to you. Col Wight says it was
all his own fault in not taking a Commission in the Regiment at first, as it was a Regulation known
to all that the Paymasters of the militia & Fencible Regiments behoved to hold Commissions.
Captain Stenhouse cannot possibly he says be replaced until a vacancy takes place in the
Regiment, and the unlucky thing he says is that the War Office will in settling accounts with
Captain Stenhouse deduct from his allowance an Ensign’s Pay from the beginning, as he ought to

,}W /27_(— “"'W aa have held at least that Commission, but | hope the Duke will not let him lose.
L
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 28 September 1801

RB/837/387
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28 September 1801

The Counsellor and Accomptant have been about an hour at it this forenoon. | hope some
improvements will be made, but | am not without fears that the dispatch necessary for carrying
on this immense machine to the satisfaction of the public will hardly be compatible with these
rules and modes of prudence which are desirable and answer very well when less is done. About
400 Bills of 80 & 90m value to be all dispatched in a week and the greatest part in one forenoon
is no easy matter. We have begun by balancing the cash book this day and are to have it wrote
up by the evening when Mr More is to [paper missing] and see the Balance struck by it and that
in cash delivered up to me — and as Monday is the only day in which this can be when the cash is
all made up for the Exchange next morning and the large sum of small notes delivered to Gilbert,
our accounts will in future run from Monday to Monday and you will not be advised of the
Balances till the Tuesdays.

The Counsellor is surprised at the account you give of the Haddington & Alloa agents — it seems
to him unaccountable the old B—ch’s conduct in the Business. Oh these agents’ behaviour
frightens one at the name! Inclosed your annual report and a line to your progressive state.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the Bank’s cashier, 29 September 1801

RB/837/388
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29 September 1801

We are going on upon the new plan, but how it will answer we cannot know till night. The
Edinburgh & London Bills which used to be entered and indorsed and stated to you before closing
cannot now be got hold of from the Tellers till the evening so my letters will now be Evening
Courants. Mr More will tell you all about it when he returns. He speaks of going on Thursday. |
must have some further conversations with him about Wylie & Archibald’s Bills. He is clear that
the two notes by them indorsed by Robert Archibald must be kept. By a letter from Liverpool | find
Preston & Co are to pay 2/6 per £ in a month and a larger dividend before the end of the year. |
grudge losing that if we can get it.

7 o’clock: the London & Edinburgh Bills only now getting out of the Tellers’ office. Whether it will
be possible to get them all indorsed & stated to you before 8 when the post goes | know not but
you will see.
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Your yesterday’s Balance was a damper, and there is no saying what will be the result if the old B-
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 1 October 1801
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1 October 1801

We are going on under our improved system and when we get another Teller | hope it will be
practicable. We have not yet decided who shall be Teller. | was much afraid on Tuesday night that
the old ones would have resigned — but as the first plan of stating particularly every Bill discounted
in the Teller Book is given up, | think they are more reconciled to their duty. They now only jot
down the sum in figures up on a separate sheet, and | should hope it will be practicable to carry
through the business in that way so that no more Evening Courants will be necessary. | had the
same curiosity with you to know how Archie Graham went on, and | have just been calling on him.
He is very open and desires to give or take information. | find his Teller just notes down the sum
paid on a separate sheet or blotter, keeps all his Bills till 3 o’clock then delivers them to the
Accomptant and takes credit in his cash Book for the whole in one sum — this is much the plan we
are now upon — but Archie says they have not 1/4th of the Bills we get, and that he sees no way
for our carrying through the business but making our discounts on two days in the week. This is
what Mr More and | have been considering of. It was our practice for many years to discount on
Tuesdays and Thursdays — but in those days, we took as many good Bills as were offered and the
only question was whether a Bill was good or not. We had no question as to the item to be done.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 1 October 1801
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We took no note of it — now the case is quite otherwise. We are obliged to return as many good
Bills as we take and if we were to discount on two days, those who applied on Tuesdays would
be at us again on Thursday and it would not be easy to recollect how much each got, or to
apportion to each his proper sum. This is the difficulty. But | fancy we must take to that course
and discount twice a week. | will not let Mr More away till next Tuesday is over.

Love tells me he bought about 50 tierces rice at Greenock the other day at 20/6 and shipped it
for Liverpool where it sells at 28/ but his selling price here is 26/ per at which price he offers
me what | want.

What a Vagabond that Lord Aberdeen has been.

| was sadly disturbed last night from the recollection that | had forgot to write MR & Co.

RSM
1 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 2 October 1801
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Page 1 of 2

2 October 1801

| shall leave Mr More to tell you of all our proceedings when he returns which cannot be till
Wednesday. | have told him that he ought to be always here where your stake is greater than
at Edinburgh.

| grudge not trouble and attendance but the magnitude of the transactions is frightful, far too
heavy for my weak shoulders. We are to get the counter set back on Saturday, which will give
some relief on Tuesday — you see the sum of London paper come in today. Mr More is
sensible that we must have more hands. The boy whose handwriting you sent by him would
never do. | have wrote David Walker to know if he can recommend any good hand — you may
desire Bob to inquire after and inform you about a hand his grandmother strongly
recommended to me. By no means let us have dunces, recommend them who may. Adieu.
Mr Dale at Rosebank — but your Cheese commission will be attended to.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some
spellings, expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are
in . All quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the
transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events
referred to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 2 October 1801

RB/837/392

Page 2 of 2

RSM
2 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P

© NatWest Group 2022

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some
spellings, expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions
arein . All quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the
transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events
referred to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

3 o (atr 180D Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
o - 1 i A Pnboron) Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 3 October 1801
s o

PR wd LNl L A 7l RB/837/395
? s OV,Z;‘KYWMV 9 brnp o 1o - 6T o B Page 1 of 2

f At A £ Arans = S o2 LD A’/’fo b AP ﬁf"t’m'ﬁf;

Q e 7(47 Ko AL orr W"'“"“’? ”7"‘?7 (/f du"\} P o 7 3 October 1801

: A
i /5‘4“ /A ol s,
L by -{_/_(”_6 — e A 148 / J e S You are very good to Bob, but it vexes me he should be a burden on you. Oh the plague that greed
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
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6 October 1801

| see you were as joyful yesterday in Edinburgh as we were here — but your magistrates had the
sense to prevent illuminations until they saw what the terms were. | know not what will be the
general opinion of them but they are not worse than | expected. Tobago | see is to be restored to
France —so | have no doubt James Walker’s bargain will blow up. It is remarkable that France has
given up nothing — but | daresay our ministry did their best.

| could not get out all yesterday after the morning — we were engaged in the office till past 12 at
night. Indeed | could do nothing, but look on with vexation at Mr More and the lads trying to
bring the cash of the preceding week to balance which it has not yet done. | cannot tell you how
unpleasant | feel at this, and that with the magnitude of the business here which seems daily
increasing lay such a weight upon my mind that | am hardly able to stand under it. Above 53m of
Bills on London | see were taken last week — all upon my own judgement. | am not afraid of them
coming back, but going on in that way is attended with such an awful responsibility, that it is too
much for any individual. The prospect produces a languor over my whole frame. | do not see how
we can part with Mr More, unless we can get one of the same talents and acuteness to overlook
the detail of the business — to do so with proper minuteness, and attend to the other duties | am
constantly called to, is really beyond my powers. | wish you were here with Mr More to have a
conversation on these subjects. The bank stake here is deep, and the field for business more
extensive than at Edinburgh. | was saying to Mr M that you should all come here bodily and
convert the branch into the root. Of one kind and another we have discounted 60m of Bills today.

45m of these Glasgow — we have 50m coming in this week — 2m done to George Mackintoch.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
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| have kept the Counsellor another day by force, and | do not know how we shall do without him

4 L il // oAl 2EA o Kive . VQ z’/“) or some such — his talents would surely be of more service to the bank here than signing notes —
7 . ‘3@ i £ ) we found out last week’s error in the cash at 12 last night. | shall leave him to tell you of all that
A Lonsar «/éM”M A Morr ; is going on here. | hope to have a chat with him this evening and to give him all my ideas on the
subject.

| am vexed at these balances still weakening against you, but from your drawing out so short
date to Andrews | should suppose you are full in London. Will there not now be a Reversion of
money from London. George Mackintosh tells me that Bill of David Balfour’s is the first fruits of
the Peace — it is drawn for money sold out of the Fund.
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RSM
7 October 1801
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P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 8 October 1801
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8 October 1801

The good Counsellor | suppose will be with you by this time as the day being so bad he would
certainly take a post chaise. When you have heard his report you will consult and consider what is
to be done here. | wish we had more and good hands immediately for the business seems to me
to be daily increasing and | should lose heart altogether if things were allowed to fall back. | know
not how many new deposit accounts we have opened this week for small sums. They are going
beyond all bounds in number — and the bodies are so constantly coming in to get their receipts
settled that the Accomptants are sadly interrupted from their other work. It would almost require
a hand for the purpose. The number of drafts on Edinburgh and London required from us seems
also to be increasing — very few are ever desired on Thursdays but today we have drawn 13 on
London amount £2200 and the bustle in the office has been greater than | have seen on a
Thursday. Mr More will tell you how low the chest is. | hope some supply will be sent us before
Tuesday and you will not forget 2 bags silver in the Box tomorrow. | wish you would come west
with the bags yourself and see all about us.

We have made the indorsers of the Bill on F Allan take it up — the drawer at N York is partner in
the House of George & Jo Buchanan here — they will not be pleased if the Societies do not pay
these grain Bills.

New meal calling in this neighbourhood at 1/1d what a blessed change.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 9 October 1801
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9 October 1801

We shall see what your orders are after you have received the Counsellor’s report and carry them
into execution the best way we can but it's vexing we have not some more able and expert hands
for that purpose. No sooner is a young man completely master of his business with us than he
leaves us — it is so much so that of the 6 in our Accomptant’s office 4 have not been inita
twelvemonth — and this is surely not a place for breeding clerks. We have much need of them
bred to our hands. | wish Fraser may do. When London and Edinburgh Bills come pouring in upon
us as is generally the case between 1 & 2 o’clock unless the discounts can be marked and checked
with dispatch we shall all go into confusion. Scott we propose making our third Teller, but cannot
move him till we get a clever hand to supply his place — whether Fraser or Potts, Mr Rutherford’s
friend will be fit for that | know not. You have indeed no reason to think ill of banking — but it is
certainly not like any other trade — for the greater the capital the less in proportion the profits —
every other trader when his article is in demand can raise the price — but a poor Banker has no
such means of lessening the demands — or profiting by it — every customer thinks he has a right to
badger him and tear it from him nil he will he. So much for banking — and which is not | suppose in
our friend Henry’s Book. The Dean tells me he has 40m sugar and cotton yet unsold and that he
will need £1500 extra next week for duties and as much the week after.

You see what a plumper John Campbell Sen & Co have sent us. Sandy tells me the drawer is a
French man who has brought a credit from the house he draws upon one of the first in London
and that he has bought 250 hundreds sugar from him which he is just shipping for Antwerp.
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10 October 1801

We are following the arrangements Mr More laid down to us all excepting the new cash Book to be
wrote by Mr Bell, it cannot be ready till Monday and he will begin it on Tuesday. | do not see any
symptoms of rebellion among the young men altho at first | was much afraid of it, and had they
resigned | have no conception how we could have got them replaced so quickly as necessary. You
must surely have forgot what passed about the small notes or we must have greatly
misunderstood you, in regards to the O Bank small notes it was just as you say, but we spoke also
of the small mixed notes which are poured in upon us being issued by the Ship, Union and other
banks who do not send them to Edinburgh — you certainly spoke strongly against our taking them
and when | said it was impossible to refuse them in payment of Bills, you did not seem quite to
admit this and spoke of our notifying that we should discount no Bills which were paid in that way.
Peterkin says he remembers this perfectly and that he understood they were authorised to refuse
large bundles of these small notes come from where they would. | never could see how this could
possibly be done and | have told Peterkin and Cunningham that it must not be so in future — they
are to comply, but say it is not possible for the present Tellers even with the addition of another to
overtake it. Such immense quantities of these small notes are issued and they are generally poured
in upon them in large bundles between 2 and 3 o’clock when the office is quite crowded. The Old

7 Bank and Greenock Bank alone would require a hand to count their small notes. | think little of
K e prefs v mmgmnn R ihlonit ,f—.ﬂ..w G A - ’N/Cﬁ-?‘/ 7‘ Gammell but how the Old B--ch can persist in this plan and call themselves a respectable bank |
= W w (MY./ Lownls  lodonnscn 2 59 cannot comprehend. The office was just as full today as Mr More saw it last Saturday and the
’ £ o,,.,,, o O P s Por i

crowd so great at the Accomptant’s window that they smashed one of the panes in pieces. It is the
one where Mr M proposed to put another wisket, so we shall have it there and when there is one

for receipts and one for orders | think it will give some relief — but till we get more hands we shall
be sadly distressed.
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Cunningham says when you was at my elbow one or two parcels small notes were brought in to

“7‘7‘“"3 rlw "y e T A”“’ AP know if they should take these mixed notes and you desired us to refuse them and they were

M’ @ hade V/t' M, ]/]/ﬁ vv\, Qo.f)f"_ u@ refused accordingly — with a view he says to their going back to Carrick and the Union from whom

6 - ; sz,v M 5 et g L it was supposed theY originally came. | know n(?t how we shall get through Tues.day if y_ou don’t

send us a supply. | wish you would come out with them and stay two or three nights with me.
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~ The Elder has come in and paid the £30 & £15. All the 5 Bills returned yesterday were taken up.
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10 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 12 October 1801

RB/837/409

Page 1 of 2

12 October 1801

It was with some hesitation after consulting Mr Dale that Parke’s note £1008.2.4 was taken — you
did right to return it. | wrote Mr Smith this morning that the money must be repaid — or further
security given — he called and said it was most reasonable — but that he had the very best account
of the man from Manchester to inquiries he made through different channels before he sold the
cotton for which the Bill was granted. George Brown & Co who have taken up the Bill returned on
them give us the same account of Parke and seemed to apprehend no danger. We settled it with
Smith that he should lodge good Bills in our hands as a collateral security which he has done
inclosing them in a letter dated on Friday — these Bills to be returned there when Parke’s Bill is paid
—so | send you it back inclosed.

If you can send us no more silver | really do not know what will be the consequence.

| dare say we must get quit of Blair, but we cannot set him off till we get another in his place for he
is necessary to count the specie and 5/ notes and Cunningham says he does very well in sorting the
large bundles of small notes. We must just keep him on till you can recommend another in his
place. The sooner you send west Fraser the better, for we are quite over done, and there is such a
pressure of business that | know not what to think. You see the heap of London paper. The total
sent you since this day sennight 53m odd.

Just now Mr Lawrie of George Brown & Co have called to show me a letter from Gregsons bankers
at Liverpool saying that they consider Parke as a very safe man, and fully equal to all his
engagements — it was upon this character Brown & Co sold him their cotton. | would hope
therefore the inclosed will prove a good Bill.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William

Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 12 October 1801
RB/837/409
Page 2 of 2

5 o’clock — Mr Fraser is arrived. He is a good like lad. | hope he may do. We have no word yet of
Mr Rutherford’s youth.

In our list of drafts on Down 5th current there is one to Thomas Milne per £20 and it is stated
accordingly in our Books as a London draft, but our Tellers think it was a Bill on Edinburgh. If it
was so it must have fallen due this day — let me know if such a draft on you appeared. | hardly
think our Tellers can over take counting the saddlebags till tomorrow evening.

RSM
12 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
p

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,

expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in

LAl

quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events

referred to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

17 outr 10

S
v /WE/?(J PenTirs A Arins: s T ol ol ooy oot nild

/] M’/“”W s eirn ”Mjﬁa .M/Owé" - nsy -, | e
Gl M A w Sfiuirt. b e vomenart e

wr whiny Aands mw{;h v ZAnv Mmboﬂror-:u{d ’
F  oviirirm oDl s i el Jufi by s iy otz
A g8 Porrks oo Jumant™ of Biltn — o Iﬂu}%’-ﬂ Al
1S BT i s o b omenlld €, churw Hairr
nadic Nz okl W alsn ot m\? wz..—n./ﬁw-.b S fonecrw A
L mmw,ﬁmywﬂv ey o vrp 97T

@ v ks ol ‘p"‘“‘-Q
! ﬁm MWM;.S’% mr——-m‘fdt/ Z

}X‘v AA;W L P — JMM W”"’ 2%“’"\'0
i 1 " X oA 4&(4/ Y7o

WM me IWL’ MM‘:‘«O-
K7 i in ot Fon o A .zmrfjwh i{‘f-)
LA Jﬁw L A gy v
MM'; M’:;wv‘\;mu::”w M’{M% //“"’"/7’
arw»_ v&g 4 Co- as w&-./l@ M
? -/G"W omwmbﬂ;f wﬂ-—— %—«f*'w';v\
i el AT s A indl bottodd
M’NW@ i VE s s oxn e ounens I Lo
T b Wvﬁ"mlo#ig Lur—m..,.,a a,a,.z.‘,é‘“""

s € Srgn e dd M’-Z’ @.,aw Y X
wm e 7 L e

N G fors o i "‘) Gl vy
_.“?";":"UV\ g 73% ,q-— 7”/17 ) 2
-\,m% .

S 8

© NatWest Group 2022

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 13 October 1801

RB/837/410

Page 1 of 2

13 October 1801

It is a puzzling matter to know how to do with these small notes. By refusing them even when
offered in parcels, we may not generally check the original issuers, but make innocent people
into whose hands they come after passing through several others suffer and | never could see
how we could possibly refuse any notes of good banks in payment of Bills. On the other hand
while the Old Bank and other such low minded companies choose to force their small notes and
these almost only into the circle, | know not how it is possible to carry on the money business.
Something should surely be done to check such disgraceful proceedings but how to manage it |
know not —we must just do the best we can. | was not pleased at the refusal of Jo Taylor’s notes
in payment of a Bill — the only apology the Tellers had was that he was in the practice of sending
payments in that manner — but they will not do so again.

Fraser is at his work — he seems a well disposed lad but | fear it will be some time before he
acquires the necessary quickness. | mean to put Scott into the Tellers’ office in a few days on a
salary of £80 as we settled it with Mr More and to desire him to get his friends to grant a bond of
security for him, but | doubt if Fraser will be fit to supply his place in the Accomptant’s office
soon.

We got our cash and chest Books all neatly balanced last night and all your 25m notes counted
over, though it kept us at it till 10 o’clock — but seeing all clearly settled | got a sound sleep.

Mr Dale seems to have no objection to give us a slice of his house — he wants to know whether
you wish only the two rooms that go south from our Accomptant’s office on the same flat, or if
you would take the whole house. The two rooms would be quite sufficient for us as they are very
large, but perhaps you would like the whole building that you might have the command of the
tenants below and above you — you must come west and settle that matter.
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These large Bills on you today to Dennistouns and J Campbell Co are at sight to pay duties. The
Collector will take no Bills but at Sight and if we do not give them in that way they paying the
stamp, they must just send down our notes to Greenock. | think it better to give them the Bills,
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RSM
13 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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14 October 1801

Yes we are at our wit’s end and Peace has at last come. | am thankful for it and | have no doubt
our ministry have done their best and the best that could be done for the good of the nation, but
while France has given up nothing and she still retains their horrible principles with all their
conquests from the Texel to the Mediterranean | see no ground for triumphing, or for hoping that
it will be a secure and lasting Peace, unless the French when they have no enemy shall fall out
among themselves, overturn their wretched Government and return to their ancient state. With
so fickle a people | hope this is not improbable.

Indeed if you get your note of Balances my good friend on the Wednesday mornings you must be
content and | shall be thankful — you do not consider that the Tellers’ blotters from which the
general cash Book is wrote up cannot be got from them till 4 or perhaps 5 o’clock after they have
balanced their cash, and there is such a multiplicity of transactions that if it the general cash Book
is wrote up and balanced to check with the Tellers’ blotters by 8 or 9 o’clock at night, | shall be
well pleased and | must know the balance of the general C Book before | receive up the money
from the Tellers as it is by it | receive it. We have begun our new check cash Book which | am very
well pleased with, but | cannot be reconciled to a cash Book without balancing it as Mr More
proposed. | therefore mean to include the Royal Bank articles (though very shortly stated) in it as
well as the cash and deposit accounts, and to balance it with the other cash Book on Monday
nights. This can do no harm and it will satisfy me that all is right.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 15 October 1801

RB/837/414

Page 1 of 2

15 October 1801

We must just refer doing anything about buying or building till you come west when we must
have a grand consultation and | hope our Father will come with you and assist at the council
and take one more look of his Child.

As to Gabriel Watson’s wife — | will call at Archie Graham and see what he has done — and learn
how Gabriel has left his affairs — his property | should think would be answerable to us til
Whitsunday by his Bond.

We have it today that France is to restore Tobago, as payment of what they owe for supporting
their Prisoners. | hope it is so. | saw Lord Hobart’s letter to our Volunteers thanking them and
desiring them not to relax till the definitive Treaty, which is very right. | have little dependence
upon Bonaparte’s good faith, or any of the French school. We have not a half Guinea
remaining, and but a bag of silver pray send us if possible a bag of half Guineas or 7/ pieces in
the Box tomorrow and silver if you have it.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 15 October 1801
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This being a slack forenoon, | have been drawing away at the cash account Gentry of whom
you left me a note. Many a time | have been at them before, but saying that by your orders
the demand is made and that if the accounts are not immediately paid up | must report to
the Directors will | hope have a good Effect.

| have also wrote the attorney at Liverpool about the Bills on Preston & Co as we settled it
with Mr More.

RSM
15 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 16 October 1801

RB/837/415

Page 1 of 2

16 October 1801

| understood the Counsellor perfectly and had quite the same ideas of the purpose and object
of the new check cash Book, and | remember his saying we might insert the Royal Bank articles
in it or not as we pleased. All | meant to say to you that as it was a cash Book differing
somewhat from a Bill Book | thought it would be satisfactory to have it balanced along with the
general cash Book and as this can be done by inserting the other articles he mentionsin so
many lines it can give little trouble and do no harm. Mr More will tell you it is long after 3
before we can get the Tellers’ room clear. It is at least half an hour after before they can give up
their blotters, and if Donaldson who writes the cash Book from them can have it ready by 8
o’clock I shall think it very well.

Cunningham brought me in just now % from 3 a bundle of £600 small mixed notes paid in by Jo
Taylor on his account which he suspects must originally have come from Carrick or the Union. |
desired him to take them. Robert McNair is in a pucker about his Bill. He never doubted we
could draw at sight. | told him that | could not answer for your sending us the Bill but supposed
you would.

Thank you for your information about the French funds which was quite new to me. | see ours
seem rather drooping — if | had anything there | would sell out. They must droop more by the
time the new Loan of 20 millions comes on.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 16 October 1801
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George Rutherford’s young man Potts cannot come to us, but he strongly recommends another
who he says is an expert clerk — was some years in a house here gave great satisfaction but was
obliged to go to the country last year for health. He is now quite recovered. He has wrote him and
will let us know on Monday if he will come.

The Tellers inform me that a greater than common quantity of East Country notes chiefly Falkirk
and Stirling have come in this week, and many of them large notes. The Stirling it seems have got
£20s. The sum will be too large for the Box.

20 drafts on Down today about 4m.

RSM
16 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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”"“V i VW Cared 17 October 1801
Glad shall | be to see our Father once more, and | hope his Child here will never be a discredit
M@_ to him. It will be a very proper time to come on Monday sennight though that being the last
M » /ﬂ«v . W"‘“"ﬁ W week in the month Tuesday will not exhibit one of our greatest mobs. Our preachings are the
end of that week so you must come the beginning of it.
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Thanks for the specie — our small notes are nearly off but | hope we shall hold out till you come

ﬁd’zﬁ-— Maﬂm%—«gw A/tal Z west.
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Q Q | do not see how it is possible to avoid taking Bills on Leith. What could our traders who keep
ane lyo 13 s otA—e t’ Rarrnsr accounts with us do with them if we refused them? And the Leith gentry are too proud to
ik me ﬁ‘w»JC o A A s ) wb - accept payable in Edinburgh. | have desired our young man Scott to write his father (who is a
very creditable house carpenter in Aberdeen) to see if he and his other friends will be surety
MM L—thr /Itv . . ,
"V‘M g for him and | have shown him the copy | had of Jack Waugh'’s bond for the terms of the
z.,«, o me Phnr N
obligation.
‘ 4 7//{4, wa»v e
,.4,&,,,,,@ Jﬂ@ n vA W Mr Rutherford’s other lad | find is still in such poor health that he would not do for us. Mr Dale
2 !c 20 XV rg s 2 / les O)’V“Q L Kan hss wfrfote ;o a friendfa; Mo;trﬁsz\gho had app(l:ied to himls;mtle( r;)nt:s ago t((j) get a p:jlahce inf
this office for a son of his who had been in the Commercial Ban erdeen and desired him i
G oo m ";‘ A & disengaged to come up immediately.
M v & WMW%WAMW',’:Z"‘O
Qe b v P comn iz sV /@ vv»dé tiarians - | have long thought that the coach which goes in in 6 hours was the best conveyance for our

Box if the proprietors could give any decent security. | called for Archie Graham last night to
talk about this — he was gone to the country. | shall call again before | shut this and if | find him
let you know what he says.
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b 4«7' A /» e % /«v } w 3 o’clock — I have been at the Thistle but Archie had gone to his country house an hour before. |
Z / e . :

must see him on Monday. David Russell has brought 6m worth more land — it is 96 acres round

. s ¢ C— ) Nf m_/% M his house and just completes him he says he would not give a penny for all the land in Scotland
; ’\»/b/».:}-‘ . A P ¢ /”3 now — and will never buy another inch. | asked how he was to pay his 6m — he said no fear the
A M At i i

Royal Bank will do — no said | you must take to the Bank of England and sell your stock there —

a@. Ll ,v)d'vy,y Honss = P WW this | suppose he means.

i / _ : RSM
LT ‘ e : P 17 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 19 October 1801
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19 October 1801

Old William was so much taken up Saturday night with the improvements going on in the bank —
bells, ventilators etc that he forgot the letters till too late but he put it into the Post Office
yesterday and | hope you would get it this morning. | wish we may not be in a hobble about this
new clerk as Mr Dale wrote his friend at Montrose to send up his son immediately if disengaged, as
he had been in a bank before | would rather give him the preference for we have really too many
young hands already, but as Blair it is likely will soon leave us perhaps his place may suit Stowe’s
Friend, but it shall be any way you please.

Saturday evening being moonlight | walked out to Mr Graham’s house 2 miles from town and had
a conversation with him on the subject of the Box. He is quite of your mind and had been trying
the coach proprietors to see if they would convey it on any reasonable terms but as they would
take no less than 1/ per £100, it put an end to the treaty. He does not think that any man could be
got to come and go once a week who could be more trusted than the guard or driver, and we
should have our whole dependence on that man as the coach people would not be responsible. It
occurred to me and Mr Graham much approved of it as the most desirable plan if it could be
brought about, that the coach proprietors should make two strong cases under the seats of each of
their coaches that go off at 10 o’clock, to hold our two boxes, each of us to have a key here and at
Edinburgh, that we should send these Boxes twice or rather thrice a week which would reduce the
risk greatly and enable you and Mr Kinnear as these East Country notes are coming in upon us in
such quantities, to insist on their being taken up twice or thrice a week in Edinburgh which would
have the effect of checking their circulation. That the coach proprietors should be responsible only
for a limited sum suppose £1000 only to each of us — this would secure their being careful, and
that we should pay them 40 or £50 a year each — that would make it an object to them. Mr
Graham thought this the best plan and that it was not unlikely the proprietors for 80 or £100
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a year would fall in with it. He was to speak to some of them here and to call on me when he had
done so and considered further of the matter. You'll observe the Paisley mixtures go into
Edinburgh in his Box, for both he pays £30 a year and the same Box brings back their notes when
up in Edinburgh. He sends in frequently 5 or 6m besides the Paisleys and he thinks with you it is
very dangerous having such a sum a night upon the road. None of the other banks that he knows
of send in their notes.

Jo Stirling it seems has settled it with Andrew so as that the 5m odd deposited with us is to be
paid up immediately, as directed by Mr More. | told them that we could only pay upon an order
of court so an order is wrote for and a Bill on London is to be taken for us at 45 days for the exact
sum and interest as soon as the order comes.

What a shocking story from Kilmarnock — from some trifling crack in the plaster of the church
there yesterday, the congregation took the alarm and crowding to get out run over one another,
and no fewer than 29 were killed many more much hurt so the Ayr mail coach guard tells me. Mr
McKinlay the minister had not come in.

RSM
19 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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20 October 1801

| know not how to manage about the new clerk. Mr Dale was proposing to write his friend at
Montrose to stop his son but as he wrote him to send him off directly if he was disengaged it
would be too late now. It is possible he may be otherwise engaged we shall know in a day or two,
and must see to make a place for Stow’s friend. You'll see Fraser’s blunder in adding the amount
of our drafts to the London Bills — the other errors you mention are partly my own —in the note
made up for me by Edward he had always been in use to state the drafts on Edinburgh first and
next the amount of the drafts on Down. On these two days he somehow | see by the note
reversed it and putting the amount of the discounts on Down first | advised you them in place of
the amount of Bills on yourself — but all is right enough in the Books. We got the two cash Books
forward and both balanced about half after 8 last night — and after that the Tellers’ balances
accordingly delivered up to me so that | had the chest Book balanced and all to rights by 9 o’clock.
And | shall always be well pleased when this can be done in such good time.

Archie Graham has not yet called on me, but | wish we had the Box put up on a more secure
footing. We had above 10m of East Country notes packed up for the Box last night. | cannot think
of trusting such a sum with Mrs Watson’s cart at night upon the road. | have therefore desired the
Tellers not to put more than 7 or 8m into the Box and as Jo Robertson James Walker’s partner is
here just now to go into Edinburgh in a day or two | shall try if he will take the saddlebags with
what is left. This will be dividing the risk. We shall be sadly affronted this week — only 33m coming
in and the demands upon us very great we could not get off under 40. Yes take all the good Bills
offered. | never expect again to see those days while boundless Glasgow spirit of enterprise
remains.
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You see what good stuff little King has got by a vessel arrived today from Trinidad. He has also
3500 dollars for him — he’s offered only 4/8 for them here as they say the price is fallen 3d in
London.

The office just closed 20 minutes after 4.

As we have about 7m large mixed notes put up by themselves | keep them to go by Mr Robertson
with what more may come in tomorrow and send only the £4900 odd small in the Box.

RSM
20 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William

Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 21 October 1801
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21 October 1801

It was unlucky Stow did not mention his young man sooner and before Mr Dale wrote to his
friend Dr Ross — he has this morning an answer from him saying he thankfully accepts the offer
for his son who is in the sugarhouse in Dundee and after employing two days to bring up the
Books under his charge would set off for Glasgow. So he will be here immediately. Mr Dale and |
are vexed at this occurrence, but we shall do anything you please. We must have Stow’s friend
and if we had room there is work enough for them all, but | do not see the Accomptants office
would hold more. And that lad Blair who is very honest and attentive and does well enough in
assisting to sort notes, | really have not nerves to set him off until his friend Mr Towers who
recommended him can get some other berth for him. He is looking out for this and hopes to get
some opening for him. Fraser is doing his best and | hope will do well, but we need some abler
hands in the Accomptant’s office, and now that two cash Books are wrote in it and such a vast
number of deposit accounts constantly to settle, | wish the interest and other things do not fall
back. I still keep Scott in that office but he must take his station with the Tellers in a few days for
the work there is too much for two and people are often obliged to wait an hour before it is their
turn to be served.

| am afraid we have at last got a bad Bill. D&A Munro spirit dealers and grocers who kept a
deposit account with us and were in very good credit as you would see by the Bill of Stein’s you
sent us on them — they have stopped and a £76 Bill of theirs on Forsyth a grocer is protested. Mr
Nimmo tells me they will pay only about 8/ per £ and Forsyth still worse. | have desired Mr
Nimmo to try what he can work out of Forsyth, and have some hopes his friends may come
forward.
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Archie Graham has just called. He has been speaking to Burns of the Black Bull here who much
relished the plan of carrying the Box | mentioned to you. He was to speak to the other proprietor
here Bain today and if he was of the same mind they would apply to the Edinburgh proprietors.
The plan is to carry the Box in one day and bring it out the next, a strong place to be fitted up in
the coach for the purpose, a key at Edinburgh and another here, the proprietors to become
bound to the extent of £1000 to each of us and to get £50 from each of us. Burns thought it an
object and certainly it is — you had better try the Edinburgh people and get the matter settled
soon for | fear we run great risk with Mrs Watson. | inclose you a letter from one Aitken an old
clerk of Gabriel’s which | had sent to Mr Graham. He only told the man that he would employ him
if Mrs Watson gave it up and a better conveyance could not be got. He is very anxious to have it
settled with the coach.

Past 4 o’clock. | have just seen the bags into the coach with John Robertson and hope they will go
safe. Many more mixed notes came in today but we had no time to sort them. It was 4 o’clock
before the office was clear.

RSM
21 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 22 October 1801
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22 October 1801

| hope Duncan would wait till the coach arrived last night for as Bob is from home John Robertson
would not otherwise know what to do with the bags. | wish indeed we had that Box business put
upon a proper footing. Archie Graham said he would be glad to talk about it with you when you
come west next week. King has packed up his dollars to go by the Berwick smack to London and
he is to bring me the receipt deliverable to Down & Co which | shall send to you and if you think
proper you may desire them to deliver the Box to your Captain. But my idea is that dollars are
penny pies in London and no man will give more or less for them than the price of the day given
by the Bank.

It was indeed a most shocking business that at Kilmarnock. The Ayr guard told me yesterday that
the number who really died was 31, and it was hoped no more would die.

Robert Graham Mr Stirling’s writer was at me this forenoon to get payment tomorrow of our
£5500 receipt about which Mr More can inform you. He showed me a letter from Ninian Hill
saying that the lord on the Bills (Armadale) would take our cognizance of that receipt and
therefore would give no order about it. | told him that from the forms of the receipt | could not
pay it without an order of court or authority from you, so we settled it that he writes Mr Hill to
call on you and Mr More tomorrow and if you approved | should pay on Saturday on getting up
our receipt. You will therefore let me know in course what the Counsellor says. He is to take our
Bill on London for the whole sum to remit James Hunter. | don’t much like to draw on Down for
such a sum. If you would rather prefer drawing on the Bank of England, you may send me your
draft 45m at par payable to SM&D and | shall indorse it.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 23 October 1801
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23 October 1801

| have not seen Mr Graham to know if the coach people have come to a point but | suppose they would

take some days to consult with their partners in Edinburgh. I shall call on him before he goes to the
country tomorrow. Carrick and Union | do not find send any Box. The Paisley | wrote you put their
notes in the Thistle Box.

| have never yet seen Mrs Ingram, nor has she called on Mr Dale, nor did Edward know anything about

her being here till | told him this morning. He has been calling on her and he tells me she has been
saying a great deal about Bob.

| really believe we shall have work enough for Stow’s friend if we can contrive to get a corner in the
office for him, for the business seems to increase daily and it comes upon us with such a pressure at
particular times that it is enough to confound one. We were slack enough today till 12 o’clock but |
wish you had been here from 1 to 2 —in that hour most of the Bills sent you came in, a number of
deposit accounts were settled, and | drew 26 Bills on Down. The crowd waiting in the Accomptant’s
office for the vouchers, after they were cleared away, the Tellers’ room filled with people paying in
upon their accounts and now long after 3, it is not near clear of people who came in long before the

hour. | wish we had the other Teller at his place but it is impossible to let Scott away at least till Fraser

be quicker at the work and another come in Scott’s place. | see the next will be a slack week as it is th
last of the month and few Bills come due. So you have a chance not to see a mob. 10m small to bring
with you will do well enough and the Tellers say you may bring 2 or 3m Guinea notes — but with so
good an opportunity you may bring 30 or 40m large of all kinds. We have no particular wish for any

e

particular kind, so sort them as you please. If you and Mr R did right you would take your beds upstairs

which would be quite convenient and | should be proud of my lodgers.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 23 October 1801
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It is very provoking — after 3 o’clock Carrick sends us in no fewer than 8 Bills for his balance
today. | know not if we should submit to this, our cash being short. | keep them till tomorrow as |
suppose they will do as well with you on Monday. His own draft only at sight on Sir W Forbes &
Co for £800.

King says he does not suppose a better or worse than the market price of the day can be got for
his dollars but he has no objection to your desiring Down to deliver them to your Captain if you
think it will be for his advantage. Stocks seem to be creeping up which will put you in spirits. |
would sell and realise.

RSM
23 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 24 October 1801

RB/837/425

Page 1 of 2

24 October 1801

Mr Stirling’s writer and clerk called with our receipt at the foot of which they acknowledged the
payment and got a Bill on Down for the whole at 45/ds £5526.7.10 payable to James Stirling,
which ends that matter. John is at Cordale when he comes to town he is to call and discharge the
receipt. | had a card from Col Wight saying he would call at 12 with the committee of officers’ Bill
and wishing | would have the money ready. | wrote him for answer that we had orders to pay
£1500 to Lieutenant Macdonald and that Captain Stenhouse had left a Bill on London with you for
it. He and the other officers came with their Bill which he sent you. He says Stenhouse is mad for
thinking of drawing and he showed me a letter from the War Office saying that Stenhouse cannot
act till his Bond of Security is executed so | gave the money for the Bill, as at all events we must be
safe with it. By the next month | hope Captain Stenhouse will have all his securities expide. The
Duke it seems is to be here on Thursday for a month. | had not small notes sufficient for Col Wight
not one left in the chest so we shall have need of all you can bring us. | have sent to the other
banks to get a thousand or two to serve us on Monday forenoon. | suppose you will be here by 2
or 3 o’clock, but | shall hardly get you spoken to till after the balance at night. | wish you would
bring my Bird west with you as a Pinning. My wife who is now alone would be much the better of
her for a few weeks and so would | you may say to her.

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in LAl
guotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events
referred to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
: Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 24 October 1801
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RSM
24 October 1801

& Wm Simpson Esq
. ‘ P

%ly@ Ve
%
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M CAr 1 &0 ) Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 28 October 1801

570 s irrnnt e ax—% P ag/& I Lo “”M RB/837/432
; J fw Page 1 of 2
Lk, Wk LMo ot ,,/«@»(7 ot f

AL/
M agn M/lvw‘ov(’g Wﬂ\/ JJ 28 October 1801
B i A o ﬁﬂ/“’ { So we must be at the Ps again altho | have so little to say that | should not think of sending one if
7u./ﬁ? 2 M o & ‘ 7 . it were not that you will probably get no letter from me tomorrow being our fast day. The crowd

i Y SRR, -
M e 7 JW:/ 7-.7) ﬁm.,..;g 4«7 /.:D in the office was not quite so great as you saw it yesterday, but from the circumstance of two
O s

days’ business being thrown into one, we had rather more business than you saw and for some

Q@oé ‘@ /9 A time the space between my desk and the door was quite full with people waiting for their Bills.
lon——Drrras Awu/ Ho /OW‘ ""7 M o ~ T The young man Ross from Montrose is arrived and seems a decent looking lad, but rather a
Q young hand and we have too many of those. Our Tellers have counted over all the small notes
W W‘@ you brought and found them right. They have not yet overtaken the large ones but that will soon
m,_)r' be done. In comes Jo Riddell who has an acceptance of R Mackay & Co’s due on Friday £420
-y Z ; which he entreats and beseeches may be renewed and he solemnly promises to pay it when due,
b Ko Goe »\.v W = Mw though he has not the money at present. He was so earnest that unless | would promise he said
C‘ ) , oA s Poe ki et "}/""" he could not go to the church tomorrow. What could | do, but what | know you would have done
., . A e AII‘V./ oney in the same situation? But we shall be sadly beyond the mark this week.
i ' ntsr S Anr <3 ./(4., A '/94296&1(/ The inclosed note will show you how Watson & Hunter & Co’s account stood at the two last

Ay P » "f' WM p—g,’ i ot z:’g Balances. You will consider what is to be done with their accounts. By this time 4 o’clock | hope

you and our Father are snug at Barnton.

chhunrels

; .,@J.&M f/{/—'“"“’)"""
«94 /AvM/A«M—-—-.

WWMI

Rk s wvx., AV.W % /WJ)W

. o 5 e wc.,vw
"a...\.‘.Qw' ..“M,LWW
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 28 October 1801

RB/837/432

Page 2 of 2

If Bob comes across you, will you say to him that Edward has been calling frequently about his

debenture and is surprised he has not got the money as those who sent debentures after him
have got it.

There were too many returned Bills this morning but they are all taken up.

RSM
28 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 30 October 1801, enclosing a letter of the same date from David Graham
to Robert Scott Moncrieff with an annotation by the latter explaining why he was forwarding it to
Simpson

RB/837/433

Page 1 of 4

30 October 1801

I am glad you got safe into port, but | am not so clear that you are to remain there till the spring
months. My opinion is that you should come here a week every month — lodge quietly upstairs
and take a station in business hours in the front room. | should then have help at hand. In truth
there is no arrangement would please me so well as this. We have had a hot conflict today by 4
days’ work being compressed into one — you see part of the result and what the bodies here are
doing by the London paper sent you. | am pleased to see no returns the two last posts.
Yesterday’s | think was the first single letter we ever received from the bank, but | am in terror
lest we get many returns soon from the state of produce particularly at Liverpool — there it
seems the stagnation is so complete that not an article of any kind will sell at any price and how
are the people to pay their Bills? | have been with Mr Graham about his friends. He is sure they
have accepted for much less than the value consigned them, but he knows not what may be the
consequence of this stagnation. | begged him to remit them what money he could spare. This
was Robert Graham the writer — but Archie and he will do all they can to make their friends
easy. | wish they may get through we have so much of their paper. The next Box shall be filled
with empty bags, and | have told the Tellers to take none of the Berwick notes. | called on Archie
Hamilton on Wednesday night and told him we would take no more orders for notes and that if
large parcels of small notes were offered us in payments we should just refuse them. He said he
could not find fault with this, and that he would write Mr Forrester to send large notes
otherwise he did not know how they could go on.
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 30 October 1801, enclosing a letter of the same date from David Graham
to Robert Scott Moncrieff with an annotation by the latter explaining why he was forwarding it to
Simpson

RB/837/433

Page 2 of 4

Jo Taylor the grocer being here today | examined him closely. He solemnly declared that he never
sent us a small note but what came in in the natural course of his business, that once a month or 6
weeks he sent a clerk to Falkirk Stirling etc to get payment of accounts, that 3/4 of the payments
were in these small notes, that it was only then he sent such parcels, what else could he do with
them? And what could | say, as | believe the man spoke truth. We had a work on Wednesday with an
acceptance of Aitchison & Co, who keep their account with Carrick. Aitchison called to pay it when
there was a crowd in the office he says he waited an hour, that Cunningham saw him but did not
take the money from him, so he went off. We sent the porter with the Bill and got the money in the
afternoon. Aitchison was highly enraged at his being kept so long and said he was going to write Mr
Ramsay. Cunningham declares that he never saw him in the office, but he was certainly there as the
porter saw him.

Pray what do you with Belch’s notes — they have always a sum lodged here and agreed to take up
their notes on Monday afternoons but from what | think you wrote before our Tellers have been in
the way of refusing them generally. They say Robert Allen now takes up their notes in Edinburgh. It
is absurd such people being bankers.

If you see Willie bid him mind Mrs Gray’s pension. | suppose Bob is not yet returned to town.

RSM
30 October 1801

Wm Simpson Esq
P
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Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 30 October 1801, enclosing a letter of the same date from David Graham to
Robert Scott Moncrieff with an annotation by the latter explaining why he was forwarding it to Simpson
RB/837/433

Page 3 of 4

Glasgow 30th October 1801
Dear Sir

We had every prospect of being very easy in money matters next month, having only about £2000
to pay, & as we thought, a certainty of receiving remittances from the West Indies to a larger
amount, which was promised to be sent in Government Bills, however we have been
disappointed, as the packet which arrived a few days ago, sailed from Grenada before the Bills had
come over from Martinique, where they are all drawn by the Commissary General, & probably
missed her only by a few hours. Unfortunately the principal part of the £2000 falls due in London
on the 7th & we shall have some little difficulty in providing for it, unless you can oblige us so far
as to discount the enclosed Bill today & give us a draft on London in lieu of it, say for £1700. If you
can do this we shall probably have no occasion to ask for any discounts on the usual days for a
week or two to come.

| am, dear Sir, your humble servant,
David Graham

Note on transcriptions: the above transcriptions are not definitive. For clarity, we have modernised some spellings,
expanded abbreviations, and added select punctuation and capitalisation. Uncertain transcriptions are in LAl
quotations should be based upon the original source, pictured here; please do not rely upon the transcriptions.

Citation guidance is available here and a user guide, including help with some of the people, places and events referred
to in the letters, is available here.


https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/citation-guidelines.pdf
https://www.natwestgroup.com/content/dam/natwestgroup_com/heritage/pdfs-other-than-brown/rb-837-user-guide.pdf

— -
— O et 1
TE e mE T s e e e = P — - pyo : - v -

, _ ) i NE _ Letter from Robert Scott Moncrieff, joint Glasgow agent of the Royal Bank of Scotland, to William
> R ’ o Simpson, the bank’s cashier, 30 October 1801, enclosing a letter of the same date from David Graham to
. . . ~ L J
Yae S SR TP M A ¥ 2 Robert Scott Moncrieff with an annotation by the latter explaining why he was forwarding it to Simpson
h ‘ & : 4 RB/837/433
N ~ : \‘A' - Page 4 of 4
~ —Ta(ns .h : 1‘ : ™ S TS
Sy A . N [annotated in RSM’s hand:]
B i ¢ S - by s This is from Thomas Hopkirk partner and only to show you the kind of demands that come upon us
* ' O from all quarters. The Bill he inclosed was for above £1800 — borrowed from Newbigging. | told him
) oy PO E S it was impossible we could do it this week, we had exceeded so much already so he borrows the
> i \ \ o money from Newbigging | suppose and sent the £1800 Bill to us on Monday night to enable him to
S, Y N e %S pay it back on Tuesday. So we go on. All distresses and disappointments come upon us.
N';".
. 4
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